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Physical safe havens maintained by terrorist organizations continue to influence the global terrorist
threat by extending the groups’ longevity and increasing the threat they pose. Consequently,
eradicating terrorist safe havens has been a key component of CTC’s counterterrorism strategy.

A terrorist haven refers to a relatively secure area exploited by terrorists to indoctrinate, recruit,
coalesce, train, and regroup, as well as prepare and support their operations. These physical safe
havens are often located in under-governed territories or crossing international boundaries. They
provide security for senior terrorist leaders, allowing them to plan and inspire acts of terrorism
around the world. Importantly, the presence of terrorist safe havens in a nation or region is not
always linked to state sponsorship of terrorism. In certain cases, despite government efforts to
prevent these havens, different communities form and serve as terrorist infrastructure. Denying the
ability for terrorists to create infrastructure and homes will be a step in the fight towards
eliminating terrorism forever. UN Security Council Resolution 1373, passed shortly after the 9/11
attack in New York City, specifically targets terrorists’ ability to cross international borders, find
safe havens, secure funds, and acquire weapons. It also calls on states lacking laws criminalizing

terrorist activity and support to enact such laws.

These safe havens and terrorist communities often thrive in regions where ineffective governments
enable their presence, often straddling international borders. Notable examples include the
Afghanistan border, the Tri-Border region of South America, the Celebes Sea in Southeast Asia
and Somalia.! Some nation states that provide sanctuary to terrorists include Cuba, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea), Iran and Syria. State sponsored terrorism, as well as
different international borders harboring terrorists, must be stopped immediately as these
infrastructures support acts of international terrorism that have irreparable damage on a global

scale

! https://2009-2017 .state.gov/documents/organization/65466.pdf



CTC faces the difficult task of preventing terrorists from finding safe havens, necessitating an

international approach relying on collaborative action among partner governments. Together, they

must work together to help identify and destroy terrorist infrastructures.

Questions to think about:

How can countries identify different terror cells and safe havens so that they can
successfully infiltrate and destroy them?

What global policies can CTC adopt to stop countries from harboring terrorists?

How can nations cooperate more effectively in sharing intelligence to stop potential
terrorist threats while respecting sovereignty and security concerns?

How can CTC preempt countries from working with terrorists and giving them safe haven?
In what ways can the international community address the root causes of terrorism, such
as political instability, economic disparities, and ideological extremism, to prevent the
formation of safe havens?

Are economic sanctions an effective tool in discouraging countries from providing support

or refuge to terrorist organizations?

While these are some questions to keep in mind while researching and writing your

position papers, they are not intended to limit your research. Also, please keep in mind that you

are representing your country’s views, so your research should be directed accordingly.

All papers should include citations, and all papers will be submitted through Turn-It-In, as

plagiarism and ChatGPT will not be tolerated. I look forward to hearing all your ideas! If you have

any questions, please feel free to email me at zwinters@mail.yu.edu. Good luck!
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