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Featuring one of our program 2012 graduates:

The Yeshiva College Valedictorian

This newsletter assigned me the task of interviewing one
of this year's graduating seniors, Yair Saperstein, and I
went around the Wilf campus trying to
locate him. Not an easy task!
Should I look for this graduating
Chemistry major in his room where he
might be packing and getting ready to
attend Einstein College of Medicine next year?
Perhaps he is busy in the library
preparing the Yeshiva College valedictorian
speech he has been charged with delivering
at graduation in the Izod Center in front of 2000 people?
Maybe on the Upper West Side, where he is
finishing his research for his honors thesis, “Inclusivity
and Music in the Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue” of
NYC, under the mentorship of Honors Visiting Scholar
and professor of musicology Dr. Susana Asensio Llamas?
Or perhaps he is in one of the local Washington
Heights public schools, as part of the Heights Initiative
corrdinating the work of the YU student body in the
START project which is designed to introduce "hands
on" units of science in the elementary school curriculum
around our neighborhood?
What about finding him in the Psychology Department
where, together with his brother and Professor Eliezer
Schnall, he coauthored a paper, which has just been
accepted by the Journal of the History of the Neurosciences?.
Or maybe in the Music Department in the
Schottenstein Center, where he co-chairs the Yeshiva
University Classical Music Society, played piano in their
last concert of the year, and later enchanted the crowd
with a dramatic poem reading?
Leading a team in the fast-pitch competition of
the Sy Syms School of Business? Updating his status to
the Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship board, which chose
him as one of 300 students in the country to receive their
prestigious scholarship?
No, as I know from personal experience, locating
Yair at any given time is not a trivial endeavor. Perhaps
he will be hired by our Career Center to lead a workshop
on time-management skills!
Now, that's a thought!
Gabriel  Cwilich  
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Summer course in Prague and Krakow

SCIENCE AND JEWISH HISTORY COMING ALIVE
This summer, the JJS Honors Program had another
successful summer program, this year in Prague and Krakow.
Since its inception in 1999, the program has proudly sponsored
high level courses on campus, complemented by exciting
educational trips abroad. While in past years, the program faculty
and students have visited Spain, France and England, but this year
we traveled further east, to historic Prague, in the Czech Republic,
as well as Krakow, Poland.
First, while on campus, the students studied simultaneously
the history of “Jewish Life in the City of Gold”, with Dr Jess Olson,
and the origins of astronomy and Johannes’ Kepler’s work in
Prague with Drs. Fredy Zypman and Gabriel Cwilich. Then,
students and faculty traveled to Eastern Europe together to see
firsthand some of the places they had been discussing in class.
They visited the Prague Astronomical Observatory, saw
ancient astronomical instruments in the Science Museum,
deciphered the complex Prague Astronomical Clock, visited the
city’s famous synagogues and Jewish cemeteries, and even had an
instructive talk with Norman Eisen, an observant Jew who is the
current United States ambassador to the Czech Republic.
There were cultural events as well. Students visited the Kafka
museum, attended a modern performance of Don Giovanni on the
very same stage where Mozart conducted it on its world premiere,
and toured the Philosophical Library at the Strahov Monastery.
They got to know Prague’s famous coffee houses and parks, and
even cheered with the crowd as they watched a Czech Republic v.
Portugal match of the European Soccer Cup competition.
In Krakow, they toured the old Jagellonian University, whre
Copernicus studied, and they visited the old Jewish neighborhood
of Kazimiers and the remnants of the Jewish ghetto, the historic
Wavel castle and the majestic Cloth Hall.
We asked Professor Cwilich if he can imagine creating
something as exciting as this for next year and he told us:
--Just wait!-.
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36 under 36
Three Honors Program Graduates
Acknowledged as Leaders

For the past five years, The Jewish
Week has named outstanding young
leaders in the Jewish community in their
“36 under 36” short-list.
This year, The Jewish Week named
three graduates of the JJS Honors
Program to its ranks: Michael Greenberg,
Simon Goldberg, and Yair Saperstein.
Simon was quite surprised when he
was informed of his selection, which was
based on his work in Holocaust education
and his commitment to help lead the in
the fight against contemporary cases of
genocide. During the coming year, Simon
will be living and working in Hong Kong
teaching Jewish studies at Elsa High
School there and developing the first
Holocaust center in Asia.
“It's an honor to be listed among
such inspiring young men and women who
are challenging the definition and
redrawing the boundaries of Jewish
communal work,” says Simon. “I've always
believed that a combination of trail-blazing
and ingenuity are crucial for progress, and
I'm grateful to have been inducted into a
cadre
that
prides
itself
on
an entrepreneurial spirit.”
Michael Greenberg was singled out
for his work on the Maccabeats, and also as
the founder of the Miracle Match
Campaign, a campaign that has raised over
$85,000 for the Gift of Life Bone Marrow
Foundation through ticket sales and online
donations.

Yair Saperstein (see page 2) was
honored because of his work on Project
START, which brings YU students to
teach science in many of the public
schools in Washington Heights
Of course, this honor to our
students should come as little surprise to
all who have known the tradition of our
students of combining academic excellence
and leadership.
Often,
the
Honors
program
administration has taken an active role in
some of these initiatives as well. It cosponsored numerous activities of Simon’s
SHEM organization, as well as Yair’s
START program, which falls under the
umbrella of the Heights initiative, which
with support from the city and our local
City Councilmember, has engaged YU
students in many aspects on the life of the
Washington Heights community.
Simon emphasizes the Program’s
dynamic academic environment as one of
the critical sources of growth.
“The JJS Honors Program at
Yeshiva College has been formative in my
development as a leader. Through
discussion-based seminars and interaction
with world-class faculty in the program,
I've learned to recognize the value of
individual, critical thinking about what
leadership means and which values are
necessary to embody in order to make an
impact. Fellow students, too, have pushed
me to reach my potential. “
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NEW LEADERSHIP:

Student Council Elections
Congratulations to the students elected in this year’s Honors council elections! .
They are:

Josh Fink
Josh Halpern
Dani Schwab
They will join incoming chairman,

Joshua Fluss, and vice-chairman, Jacob

Bernstein in serving the Honors student body. They will also be joined by two
freshmen councilmembers, to be elected at the beginning of the Fall semester.
Congratulations to the winners, and thanks to all who ran!

A	
  message	
  from	
  the	
  new	
  Honors	
  Student	
  Council	
  	
  
Chairperson	
  	
  Josh	
  Fluss	
  to	
  the	
  incoming	
  Freshmen	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Honor's	
  Student	
  Council,	
  I'd	
  like	
  to	
  welcome	
  you	
  to	
  your	
  first	
  year	
  at	
  
Yeshiva	
  University.	
  As	
  you	
  are	
  about	
  to	
  begin	
  your	
  YU	
  careers,	
  many	
  of	
  you	
  may	
  be	
  
looking	
  for	
  opportunities	
  to	
  get	
  involved,	
  to	
  lead,	
  or	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  say	
  in	
  how	
  your	
  Honors	
  
Program	
  runs.	
  Here	
  is	
  your	
  chance.	
  Early	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  semester,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  an	
  election	
  
to	
  fill	
  positions	
  on	
  the	
  Honor's	
  Student	
  Council	
  designated	
  just	
  for	
  you,	
  to	
  ensure	
  your	
  
voices	
  are	
  heard.	
  More	
  details	
  will	
  follow	
  as	
  things	
  get	
  up	
  and	
  running,	
  so	
  keep	
  your	
  
head	
  up	
  for	
  more	
  information.	
  	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  attention,	
  and	
  good	
  luck	
  with	
  your	
  first	
  weeks	
  of	
  college!	
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Some pictures from a great year

Captions:
1. “ Reading Suburbia” on a
trip to the Museum of
Modern Art’s
“ Foreclosed” exhibit
2. The “ Introduction to
Public Health” class
outside the NYC Public
Health Laboratories
3. University Professor Dr
Norman Adler presents
about potential postcollege fellowships
4. France and its Others” on
a trip to the High Line
Park
5. Honors Scholar-inResidence Dr Susana
Asensio Llamas leads a
tour to the Hispanic
Society of America
6. Students gather outside
Carnegie Hall before
attending “ Rhythms of
Rajastan”

--Thanks for another gr eat year , and
we look for war d to seeing you again, ver y soon!--
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Ongoing Announcements:

Don’t Forget!

Did	
  you	
  know?	
  	
  

Come to our welcoming
reception for the new 73
Honors students who
are joining the program
this Fall.

	
  
That	
  80%	
  of	
  the	
  students	
  
who	
  started	
  the	
  honors	
  
program	
  in	
  Fall	
  2009,	
  have	
  
registered	
  to	
  continue	
  their	
  
studies	
  during	
  the	
  Fall	
  
2012	
  semester,	
  beginning	
  
their	
  fourth	
  year	
  on	
  
campus.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  will	
  contact	
  them	
  very	
  
soon,	
  since,	
  as	
  it	
  happened	
  
last	
  year,	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  
them	
  will	
  start	
  their	
  honors	
  
thesis	
  work	
  very	
  soon.	
  
	
  
Expect	
  our	
  call	
  !	
  
	
  

Friday, August 24,
10:00 am Furst 535

Questions? Comments? RSVPs?
Undying Praise?
Email ychonors@yu.edu and
receive a response within 48 hours
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Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors.

