
 -1-

YCHONORS NEWSLETTER, ISSUE 12	
 JANUARY 29, 2011

WHAT’S 
INSIDE:

PAGE 1
MONTH IN REVIEW

PAGE 2
GALLIMAUFRY

PAGE 3
UPCOMING 
EVENTS

PAGE 4
ONGOING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

YCHonors is a department of:

Yeshiva Col lege Honors  
Program Newslet ter

Month in Review
Back and Better than Ever!
 While you were away 
on vacation, going on trips, 

resting at home, or perhaps 
taking part in the various 

CJF programs, we here at 
the Honors Program were 

quite busy working to make 
this upcoming Spring ’12 

semester the best the 
Program has had yet!

 W e s e t s e v e r a l 
initiatives in motion, from 

which you’ll be profiting  all 
semester and beyond.  A 

few examples :
 Editing the website to 

make its information more 
accessible. Want to see 

both  this semester ’s 
courses, as well as pdf’s of 

past semesters’ offerings? 
Go to the “courses” section. 

Need to fill out an Honors 
related form, but don’t know 

where to find them? Go to 
the “forms” section. We’ll be 

continuing to work on the 
website through February.

 We finalized our list 
of purchases for the Honors 

library, and will hopefully 
have many new books by 

the end of February. We 
also have a new streamlined 

system for book checkout, 
to make it that much easier 

to use our library.
 We are finishing the 

last details an amazing 
program of cultural activities 

(including theater, music, 
mov i es , and v i s i t s t o 

museums and exhibits.
 We have an exciting 

s e r i e s o f We d n e s d a y 
luncheons and some great 

visitors that will come on 
some evenings, of which 

you will hear soon.
 We wil l have the 

finalized schedule available 
within the next two weeks. 

As always, keep an eye out 
for our posters and don’t 

forget to RSVP!
-Ben Katz
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 During the read-the-syllabus/review-what-you 

already-know part of the semester, before things get 

very hectic  read a selection from this Honors book list I 

assembled. (Note: they will all be in the Honors Library 

by the end of February. True, that’s after most of the 

events to which they relate, but you will still be able to 

read them!)

• Those interested in Jewish studies or sociology 

should read Samuel Freedman’s award-winning book 

Jew vs. Jew. He is coming to campus  for a 

Wednesday Honors Luncheon on February 29th to 

lecture on How and Why the Media Distort Religion, 

and reading up on his works will make his 

presentation all the more enjoyable. Also, you may 

read his religion column in the New York Times.

• I recommend that you start brushing up your 

Shakespeare, by reading Richard III. The Program is 

going to see the show at BAM, starring Kevin Spacey 

on Sunday, February 26th and Prof Nochimson will 

speak about the play at the February 22nd luncheon. 

• Review your Biblical history knowledge of the Dead 

Sea Scrolls, because on March 16th, Vice Provost 

Lawrence Schiffman and Professor Moshe Bernstein 

- authorities on the Scrolls - will lead a tour through 

the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit in Times Square 

Discovery.

• Finally, for an adventure in philosophy of science, see 

Harvard Professor of History of Sciene, Jimena 

Canales’s book, A Tenth of a Second. Dr Canales will 

be lecturing about her book on Thursday February 9th. 
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FEATURED EVENT:

HONORS ROUNDTABLE: 
FREDY ZYPMAN

In the first Wednesday Honors 
Luncheon of the semester, 
“Politically apolitical scientist”, Dr 
Fredy Zypman, will discuss how 
quantum mechanics and politics in 
his early career had brought him 
to his present position here at YU.

Where: Honors Lounge, Furst Hall

When: Wed. 2/1, 12:00 pm
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Unless stated otherwise, all programs are free, and should be RSVP-ed to ychonors@gmail.com

Highest Education
FTOC Luncheon

Wednesday, 2/8, 12:00
Join the Honors staff and First Year 

faculty in an open discussion about how 
the Honors program introduces students 
to campus for the first time. Bring ideas 
about the Program’s strengths, and areas 
of improvement.

If this is your first year on campus, 
you should not miss this event.

Time as a Construct
A Tenth of a Second

Thursday, 2/9, 7:30 pm
Dr Jimena Canales, Harvard professor 

of the history of science, will lecture 
publicly on how technical advances in 

time measurement have changed the way 
that we perceive time in science, 
philosophy, psychology, and everyday 
life. 

Co-sponsored with the physics 
department and the Center for Philosophy 
and History of Science. Lecture will take 
place in Belfer Hall 218.

Music to Our Ears
Nights at Carnegie

Tuesday, 2/14, 8:00 pm &
Wednesday, 3/17, 8:00 pm
The Program will host two trips to 

Carnegie Hall: one on a Tuesday night, 
and the other on a Wednesday. This has 
been scheduled so that most Honors 
students can go on at least one - or both!
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Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 
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Ongoing Announcements:
Don’t Forget!

Interested in doing some in-
depth, personalized learning 
and research with your 
favorite professor?

Email sgellens@yu.edu or 
cwilich@yu.edu for any 
questions you may have about 
your future Senior Honor’s 
Thesis!

Questions? Comments? RSVPs? 
Undying Praise?

Email ychonors@yu.edu and 
receive a response within 48 hours

TIME TO THINK ABOUT YOUR 
SUMMER PLANS

If you want to 
satisfy your 
Jewish history 
or/and  science 
requirement, and get to know one 
of the most interesting areas in 
Central Europe, we have a great 
course for you!

Dr Jess Olson:  “"Jewish Life in the 
City of Gold: Modern Jewish History 
in Prague and beyond"

Dr  Fredy Zypman and Dr Gabriel 
Cwilich:  From  Kepler’s Prague  to 
NASA's Kepler: to infinity and 
beyond"

There is still time to join the course of 
distinguished visiting scholar Professor 
Mario Kessler on 
Modern Antisemitism.  
You will hear more 
from him and what he 
will do this semester  
in coming issues of this 
newsletter.
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