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Week in Review
Ten Issues and Running Strong
 Happy Issue-versary! If 

you look at the top left corner 

of the page, you’ll see that this 

i s t he ten th news le t te r 

published. I personally was 

hoping for a tenth anniversary 

retrospective instead of new 

material, but that idea was 

soundly rejected. Instead, I’ll 

just tell you about the events 

we ran this week: 

 On Tuesday, Eli Stern, 

an Honors Program alum 

r e t u r n e d t o s p e n d t h e 

afternoon at his alma mater.  

Now a professor at Yale (From 

one YU to another!), he used 

his return as a chance to meet 

with students and professors 

to discuss his life path. He 

also delivered a public lecture 

on the “Secular Origins of 

Religious Radicalism.”

 Wednesday’s luncheon 

called Where Do I Start My 

Honors Thesis? featured 

faculty, Prof Cwilich and Prof 

Gellens who discussed with 

juniors tips for how to prepare 

their senior theses. The 

p r o g r a m h a d g r e a t 

a t tendance , and record 

amounts of pizza. Al l in 

attendance left well-prepared, 

and well-fed.

 Thursday night was a 

double-cultural night, featuring 

a play and a  movie. Students 

who RSVP-ed earliest joined a 

trip to see The Mountaintop, 

starring Angela Bassett and 

Samuel L Jackson in a show 

about the final night of Dr 

Martin Luther King. While 

Samuel L was surely the main 

draw, many in attendance 

agreed that it was Bassett 

who stole the show.

 The Program a lso co-

sponsored a  public screening 

of The Rescuers with the 

Schneier Center, followed by a 

panel discussion. We at the 

program were particularly 

proud of Simon Goldberg, an 

Honors student who played a 

significant role in organizing 

this event. Well done, Simon!

-Ben Katz
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In honor of our tenth newsletter, I decided to use this 

section to include an excerpt from my favorite past 
article:

***

I RSVP, and You Can Too!

 This week, I want to talk about e-mail. Back in 
the old days, if people wanted to communicate, they 

had to write a letter (gasp!) call them (no!) or possibly 

even talk with them in person (impossible!). 

Electronic mail, or “e-mail”, actually allows people to 

send information effortlessly through the internet. 
 I, for one, receive many e-mails a day. Often, 

they even feature the RSVP for events we ask for. 

People will see an email I send out, on their laptop or 

Blackberry, and respond as soon as they see it.

 My concern, however, is that not enough 
Honors students know about such technology. After 

all, what else could explain the fact that we 

consistently get twice as many students at events as 

those who RSVP? Don’t students know that unless 

they communicate with us, we will often feel less like 
event planners and more like fortune tellers?

 E-mail illiteracy is the only logical explanation. 

Inability to use e-mails is a major issue in today’s 

digital environment. It’s an issue which affects faculty 

and and student alike...Of course, nobody would 
actually willingly act that way. That would be foolish.
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MOMA’s Boy
Wilhelm De Kooning

Sunday, 12/11, 2:50 pm
Visual and digital artist Anita 

Pantin will lead a trip to the 
Museum of Modern Art (MOMA). 
While there, students will see two 
exhibitions: the major Wilhelm De 
Kooning exhibit will cover seven 
decades ’ wor th o f h i s ve ry 
influential creativity, and the 
“portable murals” exhibit, will 
display the work of Diego Rivera, a 
Mexican muralist. 

The portable murals exhibit was 
first designed for the nascent 
MOMA in the thirties, and is now 
back on display in its original  
museum for the first time since the 
1930’s.

Artists Without Borders
The Hispanic Society

Friday, 12/16, morning
Visiting Scholar-in-Residence Dr 

Susana Asensio Llamas will lead a 
trip to the Hispanic Society of 
America to see their art and rare 
book collection.

FEATURED EVENT:

TALES FROM A LOST 
MANUSCRIPT TRADITION

The upcoming Wednesday Honors 
Luncheon will feature Prof Elisheva 
Carlebach, of Columbia University 
and Revel Graduate School in 
Jewish Studies.

She will discuss her research in 
sifrei evronot , ancient Jewish 
calendars, and their significance for 
modern Jewish historiography.

When: Wed, 12/14, 12:05 pm

Where: Honors Lounge, Furst Hall
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Unless stated otherwise, all programs are free, and should be RSVP-ed to ychonors@gmail.com
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Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 

University Professor Norman Adler will be 
available every Monday in the Honors 
Lounge, 12-1 pm to discuss students’ future 
plans about post-college fellowships and 
scholarships. 

Prof. Adler will also respond to emails at 
adler@yu.edu.
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Ongoing Announcements:
Don’t Forget!

Interested in doing some in-
depth, personalized learning 
and research with your 
favorite professor?

Email sgellens@yu.edu or 
cwilich@yu.edu for any 
questions you may have about 
your future Senior Honor’s 
Thesis! Have an idea about next 

semester’s programs, or a 
destination for our Summer 
Enrichment Programming?

Let us know!

Check out our fliers hanging up 
around campus, to see about 
our upcoming events!

Please remember to RSVP for events. 
We’re always happy for you to come, 
but we need to know how many to 
expect in order to prepare the proper 
catering or transportation 
arrangements.

Questions? Comments? RSVPs? 
Undying Praise?

Email ychonors@yu.edu and 
receive a response within 48 hours
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