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Week in Review
The Power of Culture 
 This week the honors 

program offered a panoply of 

events to choose from to our 

students, from art, culture and 

film. 

 On Tuesday, Dr Sam 

Gellens, Assistant Director of 

the Program, led students in a  

trip  to see the Philadelphia 

O r ch e s t r a p e r f o r m a t 

Carnegie Hall. With a program  

o f M a r t i n , B a r t o k a n d 

Mendelssohn, the Orchestra 

powerfully showed students 

the visceral impact a  great 

composer can evoke.

 During the Wednesday 

Honors  luncheon, Dr Mario 

Kessler, distinguished Honors 

scholar-in-residence gave a 

talk about the politics behind 

the 1936 Berlin Olympics. 

Speaking to a packed house, 

he discussed the significance 

of athletic competition on the 

world stage, and how the 

attempts of the Nazis to use 

t h e g a m e s s t a g e a s 

propaganda, affected the 

participation of some groups, 

specifically the  Jews, and the 

African-American community.

 Right after the talk, the 

Program invited students to 

join in a  screening of A Film 

Unfinished, a  film about raw 

footage found after the war 

filmed by the Nazis in the 

Warsaw ghetto, presumably 

for propaganda purposes.   

This profoundly moving film 

was cosponsored with the 

S c h n e i e r P r o g r a m f o r 

International Affairs, and part 

of the Ring Family Israeli Film 

Festival. There was also an 

opportunity for Q&A with the 

producer Noemi Schory.

-Ben Katz

Left: Dr Kessler 

gave a well-

attended talk

Right: Scene 

f r om A F i lm 

Unfinished
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 This warm February reminds us all that 
summer is just around the corner. As such, ‘tis 
surely the season for summer planning. If 
you’re looking for an educational and fun 
summer activity, the Program’s got you 
covered.
 This year, we are offering a summer 
honors traveling program in Prague, the Czech 
Republic with possible side trips to Poland 
and Austria.
 Even more, you can satisfy Honors 
requirements and also two General Education 
requirements in Jewish History and in Natural 
Sc ience wi th some of your favor i te  
professors! The courses being offered in 
tandem with the trip are:
Dr Jess Olson:  “"Jewish Life in the City of 
Gold: Modern Jewish History in Prague and 
beyond"
Dr  Fredy Zypman and Dr Gabriel Cwilich:  
From  Kepler’s Prague   to NASA's Kepler: to 
infinity and beyond"

For more information, come to the Wednesday Honors 
Luncheon on March 14th, or contact Dr Cwilich at 
cwilich@yu.edu 
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FEATURED EVENT:

Richard I I I at BAM
2/26, 3:00 pm

Join the Honors Program to see 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
perform Shakespeare’s Richard 
III. Academy Award-winner Kevin 
Spacey stars as the Bard’s most 
embattled monarch. Directed by 
Academy Award-winner Sam 
Mendes

Transportation will be provided

YCHONORS NEWSLETTER, ISSUE 14	
 FEBRUARY 18, 2012

Unless stated otherwise, all programs are free, and should be RSVP-ed to ychonors@gmail.com

A Rich Discussion
Richard IV on Richard 
I I I

Wednesday, 2/22, 12:00
For this Wednesday’s Honors 

L u n c h e o n , j o i n D r R i c h a r d 
Nochimson, professor of English, 
Shakespearean scholar, and popular 
lecturer as he discusses the Bard’s 
Richard III, and its role in the 
historic tragedies,  in preparation for 
the upcoming Honors Program trip 
to see the show at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music.

Text and Context
How and Why the Media 
Distort Religion

Wednesday, 2/29, 12:00
The P rog ram wi l l hos t a 

Wednesday luncheon featuring 
award-winning author and New 
York Times columnist on religion  
Samuel Freedman to discuss the 
topic “How and why the media 
distort religion”

Remember to pick up his award-
winning book, Jew vs Jew from the 
YU Seforim Sale
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Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 
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Ongoing Announcements:
Don’t Forget!

Interested in doing some in-
depth, personalized learning 
and research with your 
favorite professor?

Email sgellens@yu.edu or 
cwilich@yu.edu for any 
questions you may have about 
your future Senior Honor’s 
Thesis!

Questions? Comments? RSVPs? 
Undying Praise?

Email ychonors@yu.edu and 
receive a response within 48 hours

TIME TO THINK ABOUT YOUR 
SUMMER PLANS

If you want to 
satisfy your 
Jewish history 
or/and  science 
requirement, and get to know one 
of the most interesting areas in 
Central Europe, we have a great 
course for you!

Dr Jess Olson:  “"Jewish Life in the 
City of Gold: Modern Jewish History 
in Prague and beyond"

Dr  Fredy Zypman and Dr Gabriel 
Cwilich:  From  Kepler’s Prague  to 
NASA's Kepler: to infinity and 
beyond"

This Tuesday is the last day to 
withdraw from courses without 
notation. Those interested may 
seek an academic advisor to 
discuss alternative coursework.
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