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Week in Review
Science and Politics
 Hello all. Hopefully 
you have had a great first 

week, and are gett ing 
excited about your new 

classes. 
 A t t h i s w e e k ’ s 

W e d n e s d a y H o n o r s 
Luncheon, the Honors 

Program invited Prof. Fredy 
Zypman, of the physics 

department, to host an 
Honors Roundtable. 

 His talk, titled “The 

P o l i t i c a l , A p o l i t i c a l 
Physicist” was a personal 

story about the political 
situation in Uruguay and 

how it led to a career as a 
p h y s i c i s t , a n d a l s o 

happened to be one of the 

most popular Wednesday 
Luncheons the Program has 

hosted all year.
In a time when some people 

c a r r i e d g u n s t o t h e 
classroom buttress their 

scientific “opinions” and the 
s t u d y o f Q u a n t u m 

Mechanics had to move 
underground outside of the 

University, Dr Zypman had 
to  leave Uruguay to be able 

to devote himself to his 
ch o s e n p r o f e s s i o n o f 

physics.
 T h e t a l k w a s 

en te r t a in ing and eye-
opening for all who were 

present.
-Ben Katz

A record number of students came to hear Prof. Zypman speak 

about his fascinating life story
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Spotlight on: Scholars in Residence
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 For years, the Honors Program has been  proud to 

sponsor invited distinguished scholars in  residence to join the 

YU faculty for a  semester. Here’s a  look at  the scholars we’ve 

been hosting for the 2011-20112 school year.

 This semester’s SIR is, Dr Mario Kessler, a 

member of the Center for Contemporary History 

(Potsdam, Ge rma n  y ) a  n  d  Professor at the 

University of Potsdam. He is the author  of many 

articles and editor of more than  a dozen  books 

on the history of modern anti-semitism, and 

modern German history,. He’s also offering a 

class, called Modern Antisemitism (see last page), which is still 

registering students.

 Last semester, the Program hosted Dr 

Susana Asensio Llamas, of the Spanish National 

R e s e a r c h C o u n c i l . A s c h o l a r o f 

ethnomusicology, she spent her semester  at YU  

teaching a  course on Oral Tradition in  the 

Hispanic World, and giving a  whopping twelve  lectures and 

presentations in other Departments or centers of the University. 

She is currently mentoring a  Senior Honors Thesis for Yair 

Saperstein.

 This comes on  the wake of some important scholars of 

previous year:

 Dr. Juan  Jose Saenz (UNAM, Madrid, Spain) and Dr. 

Francesca Tria  (ISIF, Torino, Italy) experts on  complex who 

lectured and did research  in the Physics and Psychology 

Department, Maria Negroni, renowned poet, essayist and novelist 

(Sarah  Lawrence) who lectured and organized public events in 

the Spanish and English Departments, and Dr. Murray Dry 

(Middlebury) who spent two sabbatical semesters lecturing and 

researching in the Political Science Department.

 We at the Program have  been proud to host such 

significant and worldly scholars, and hope that the  tradition may 

continue for years to come.
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FEATURED EVENT:

A TENTH OF A SECOND

2/9, 7:30 pm

Prof Jimena Canales, of the 
Department of the History of 
Science at Harvard University, 
will discuss the reverberations of 
this "perceptual moment" 
throughout culture, its influence 
in the development of 
experimental psychology, and in 
the modern ideas of time and 
consciousness 

Location: Belfer Hall, 218
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Unless stated otherwise, all programs are free, and should be RSVP-ed to ychonors@gmail.com

Highest Education
FTOC Luncheon

Wednesday, 2/8, 12:00
Join the Honors staff and First Year 

faculty in an open discussion about how 
the Honors program introduces students 
to campus for the first time. Bring ideas 
about the Program’s strengths, and areas 
of improvement.

If this is your first year on campus, 
you should not miss this event.

Music to Our Ears
Philadelphia Orchestra

Tuesday, 2/14, 8:00 pm 
The Program will host a trip to 

Carnegie Hall, to see the Philadelphia 
Orchestra perform works from Martin, 

Mendelssohn and Bartok. Please note that 
there will not be a trip on 3/7. 

Historical Games
Were They Only Nazi 
Games?: The Berlin 
Olympics, the African 
American Community, and 
the Jews

Wednesday, 2/15, 12:00 pm
Meet the new Honors distinguished 

scholar-in-residence, Dr Mario Kessler as 
he hosts this Wednesday Honors 
Luncheon. He will discuss the events 
which transpired in the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics, and how it changed the 
national consciousnesses of minorities.
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Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 
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Ongoing Announcements:
Don’t Forget!

Interested in doing some in-
depth, personalized learning 
and research with your 
favorite professor?

Email sgellens@yu.edu or 
cwilich@yu.edu for any 
questions you may have about 
your future Senior Honor’s 
Thesis!

Questions? Comments? RSVPs? 
Undying Praise?

Email ychonors@yu.edu and 
receive a response within 48 hours

TIME TO THINK ABOUT YOUR 
SUMMER PLANS

If you want to 
satisfy your 
Jewish history 
or/and  science 
requirement, and get to know one 
of the most interesting areas in 
Central Europe, we have a great 
course for you!

Dr Jess Olson:  “"Jewish Life in the 
City of Gold: Modern Jewish History 
in Prague and beyond"

Dr  Fredy Zypman and Dr Gabriel 
Cwilich:  From  Kepler’s Prague  to 
NASA's Kepler: to infinity and 
beyond"

There is still time to join the course of 
distinguished visiting scholar Professor 
Mario Kessler on 
Modern Antisemitism.  
You will hear more 
from him and what he 
will do this semester  
in coming issues of this 
newsletter.
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