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Week in Review
Join the Program: See the World

 In  general, the JJS 

Honors Program prides itself 

on bringing to its student body 

a widely cultural international 

perspective. Whether the 

topic is the War of the Roses  

i n E n g l a n d , o r t h e 

d iscr iminat ion of Jewish 

athletes in Nazi Germany 

dur ing the 193 6 Ber l in 

Olympics, the Program prides 

i tself on covering broad 

ground.

 About three weeks 

ago, we began publicizing the 

Honors Summer Program, 

which sheds l ight on a 

historical place and time (be it 

Medieval Spain or Classical   

Rome) and turns its study into 

a firsthand experience. 

 This year , the Program 

will travel to Prague and 

Krakow. A t t h i s week ’s 

W e d n e s d a y H o n o r s 

Luncheon, the professors of 

the course gave students a 

taste of what lies ahead. (You 

can see a full summary of the 

information, in the Gallimaufry 

section.)

 On Thursday, Prof. 

Mesch’s “France and its 

Others” class hosted a lecture 

by Prof. Maurice Samuels, 

Yale French Professor, and 

director	   of	   the	   Yale	   Center	  
f o r	   t h e	   S t u d y	   o f	  
An4semi4sm.	   He	   spoke	   on	  
Jewish	  Fic*on	  in	  Nineteenth-‐
Century	  France.
On Friday, students in the 

JJSHP joined students from 

the Stern honors program  in a 

visit to Discovery Times 

Square to see the Dead Sea 

Scrolls exhibit on a guided 

tour led by Yeshiva’s leading 

Dead Sea Scrolls scholars 

Professors Schiffman and 

Bernstein, joined by classical 

Jewish H is tory scho la rs 

professors Mermelstein and 

Katz.

 With the JJS Honors 

Program, when it comes to 

s e e i n g t h e w o r l d , o n l y 

firsthand will do.

-Ben Katz
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Gallimaufry:
Honors Summer Program
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To unsubscribe, please 
send an email to 
ychonors@yu.edu with a 
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 The full course summaries are out! If you’d like to 
join the Honors trip to Prague, here is what (and that is 
only within the classroom!):

JHI: Jewish Life in the City of Gold: Modern Jewish 
History in Prague and Beyond
Dr Jess Olson
The city of Prague has one of the oldest most vibrant 
Jewish communities in Europe. Through the centuries, the 
Jews of Prague built an incredibly complex culture of 
rabbinic learning, literature, art, and politics. This course 
will be a general overview of Jewish history in the modern 
period (c. 1600-1939) with a focus on Prague as an 
historic center of Jewish life.
In Prague and Krakow, students will see many of the 
sites relevant to events in the course, as they see 
firsthand evidence of the Jewish community’s 
development. 

PHY: From Kepler’s Prague to NASA’s Kepler
Dr Fredy Zypman & Dr Gabriel Cwilich
Johannes Kepler, one of the greatest astronomers of all 
time, changed forever our understanding of the universe 
with his three laws of planetary motion. He demolished 
the ancient model of planets moving in circular orbits and 
laid the foundation for the universal law of gravitation. Yet 
if it hadn't been for the now lesser-known Tycho Brahe, 
the man for whom Kepler apprenticed, Kepler would be a 
mere footnote in today's science books. Brahe was the 
Imperial Mathematician at the court of the Holy Roman 
Emperor in Prague and the most famous astronomer of 
his era. 
A summer course that satisfies general education 
requirement for the sciences. There will be lectures 
and laboratories in New York, before the trip to Europe.

For more information, you may contact the course 
professors, the Honors Program, or Dr Cwilich 
directly at cwilich@yu.edu. 
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FEATURED EVENT:

Haskalah and Kabbalah: 
Ecstatic Encounters 
Wednesday, 3/21, 12:00 pm

Hear Brooklyn College Judaic 
Studies Professor Sharon Flatto 
on the surprising importance of 
Kabbalah for early-19th century 
maskilim

Pizza will be served
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Unless stated otherwise, all programs are free, and should be RSVP-ed to ychonors@gmail.com

Honors Abroad
International Dimensions 
of the Honors Program

Wednesday, 3/28, 12:00 pm
Students will see opportunities 

Yeshiva makes available for those 
interested in a more global perspective.

Meet students who participated in 
different summer programs or spent 
semesters abroad, as well as the 
faculty of our LLC Department.

Honors Abroad
Louis Armstrong Museum

Sunday, 3/25, 3:00 pm
As an encore to last semester’s 

lecture by Michael Cogswell, the 
P rogram wi l l v i s i t t he Lou i s 
Armstrong museum in Brooklyn. 

The trip is contingent on interest, 
and those interested should contact Dr 
Gellens at sgellens@yu.edu for more 
information.

Modern Suburbia
Museum of Modern Art

Friday, 3/30, 11:50 am
The Program is sponsoring a trip to 

see the Museum of Modern Art 
(MoMA)‘s exhibition, Foreclosed: 
Rehousing the American Dream. The 
exhibition highlights the challenges 
and victories inherent in urban and 
suburban life.

Professor Joanne Jacobson’s 
Honors course, “Reading Suburbia”, 
will lead the trip.

mailto:ychonors@gmail.com
mailto:ychonors@gmail.com
mailto:ychonors@gmail.com
mailto:sgellens@yu.edu
mailto:sgellens@yu.edu


-4-

Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 
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Ongoing Announcements:
Don’t Forget!

Interested in doing some in-
depth, personalized learning 
and research with your 
favorite professor?

Email sgellens@yu.edu or 
cwilich@yu.edu for any 
questions you may have about 
your future Senior Honor’s 
Thesis!

Questions? Comments? RSVPs? 
Undying Praise?

Email ychonors@yu.edu and 
receive a response within 48 hours

TIME TO THINK ABOUT YOUR 
SUMMER PLANS

If you want to satisfy your Jewish 
history or/and  science 
requirement, and get to know one 
of the most interesting areas in 
Central Europe, we have a great 
course for you!

Dr Jess Olson:  “"Jewish Life in the 
City of Gold: Modern Jewish History 
in Prague and beyond"

Dr  Fredy Zypman and Dr Gabriel 
Cwilich:  From  Kepler’s Prague  to 
NASA's Kepler: to infinity and 
beyond"
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