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Week in Review
Learning Through Difference

 This week, the Honors 

Program had the distinct 

pleasure of hosting Dr Sharon 

Flatto, as she discussed her 

work at the Brooklyn College 

Jewish Studies Department. 

Her lecture, titled “Haskalah 

& Kabbalah : Ecsta t ic 

Encounters”, focused on the 

surprisingly close relationship 

between eighteenth- and 

nineteenth-century maskilim 

and kabbalists. 

 There was such a  large 

number of students and 

faculty in attendance that the 

pizza was finished - an event 

which has not happened for a 

while. This great event is a 

reminder to everyone how 

important it is to RSVP!

 She emphasized that 

despite the modern dichotomy 

which developed, pitting the 

two philosophies against each 

other, there were actually 

many points of contact and 

mutual interaction.

 During her speech, she 

often referred to many places 

in Eastern Europe, and even 

explicitly encouraged those in 

attendance to join the Honors 

Summer Program to Prague 

and Krakow, Poland. 

 After her talk  was over 

a large part of the audience 

stayed for a spirited long post-

lecture discussion, where 

several members of the faculty 

engaged the speaker in an 

i n t e r e s t i n g d i a l o g a n d 

conversation.

-Ben Katz

Prof Flatto 
navigated 

between the 
world of maskilim 

(left) and 
kabbalists (right)
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Gallimaufry:
What Exactly It Is We Do HONORS 

PROGRAM 
STAFF

Gabriel Cwilich, Ph.D.
Program Chairman
Cwilich@yu.edu 

Sam I. Gellens, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
Sgellens@yu.edu 

Milagros Gonzales
Executive Assistant
Mgonzal3@yu.edu  

Ben Katz, BA.
Publicist, Student 
Liaison
Bkatz3@yu.edu

To unsubscribe, please 
send an email to 
ychonors@yu.edu with a 
polite request to do so.

 This is quite the busy time, here at the Program. If any 
of these projects interest you, or you would like to make 
suggestions, please email us at ychonors@yu.edu. 
 Alternatively, you may contact your student council with 
ideas at ychonorsstudentcouncil@gmail.com. 

Honors Courses - We are involved in putting the final touches 
to our program of courses for Fall 2012, with an incredible 
selection of new courses, including: new Honors First Year Writing 
and First Year seminars; new courses in the majors; new 
interdisciplinary courses as part of the new curricula. Honors 
courses strives to encourage all its students’ academic needs.

Academic Advisement - All students in their first three 
semesters on campus meet with Dr Gellens or Dr Cwilich 
to discuss their academic plans and for personal help in 
setting their schedule for next semester.
This semester’s advising schedule is April 16th - May 6th.

Summer Program - Every year, we run a summer travel 
program to help satisfy requirements and see give unique 
opportunities to students. In past years, students have explored 
Paris, England and Italy. This year, the Program is traveling to 
Prague and Krakow.

Wednesday Honors Luncheons - This weekly event is one of 
the most active parts of the Program. This year, we have 
hosted scholars as varied as columnist Samuel Freedman 
and Jewish Historian Elisheva Carlebach.

Cultural Programming - The Program also finds great cultural 
programming for its students, at no cost, such as seeing a 
symphony at Carnegie Hall, or “Richard III” at BAM.

Honors Lounge & Library - We also maintain a quiet lounge in 
the basement of Furst Hall, which is often the site of Honors 
events. The Honors library also provides easily accessible and 
edifying books suggested by students.

Senior Honors Thesis - The capstone project of each 
Honors Student’s career gives seniors one-on-one 
mentorship with the professor of their choice, as well as  
writing seminars with their cohort. This yearlong project 
culminates with a publishable manuscript, whose highlights 
are presented at the annual Honors dinner.
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FEATURED EVENT:

International Dimensions 
of the Honors Program
Wednesday, 3/28, 12:00 pm

Students will see opportunities 
Yeshiva makes available for those 
interested in a more global 
perspective.

Meet students who participated in 
different summer programs or spent 
semesters abroad, as well as the 
faculty of our LLC Department.

Pizza will be served.
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Unless stated otherwise, all programs are free, and should be RSVP-ed to ychonors@gmail.com

Modern Suburbia
Museum of Modern Art

Friday, 3/30, 10:00 am
The Program is sponsoring a trip to see the Museum of Modern Art 

(MoMA)‘s exhibition, Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream. The 
exhibition highlights the challenges and possibilities of designing suburbia in 
the aftermath of the recent foreclosing crisis.

Professor Joanne Jacobson’s Honors course, “Reading Suburbia”, will 
lead the trip.

There will be time to visit the permanent collections as well.
***

More programming to follow after Passover vacation!
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Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 
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Ongoing Announcements:
Don’t Forget!

Interested in doing some in-
depth, personalized learning 
and research with your 
favorite professor?

Email sgellens@yu.edu or 
cwilich@yu.edu for any 
questions you may have about 
your future Senior Honor’s 
Thesis!

Questions? Comments? RSVPs? 
Undying Praise?

Email ychonors@yu.edu and 
receive a response within 48 hours

TIME TO THINK ABOUT YOUR 
SUMMER PLANS

If you want to satisfy your Jewish 
history or/and  science 
requirement, and get to know one 
of the most interesting areas in 
Central Europe, we have a great 
course for you!

Dr Jess Olson:  “"Jewish Life in the 
City of Gold: Modern Jewish History 
in Prague and beyond"

Dr  Fredy Zypman and Dr Gabriel 
Cwilich:  From  Kepler’s Prague  to 
NASA's Kepler: to infinity and 
beyond"

If interested, email cwilich@yu.edu

The Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of American History 
will be offering a paid research 
assistantship.

This prized opportunity is 
highly encouraged for all 
interested in American history.

For more information, email 
sgellens@yu.edu.
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