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Week in Review
A Truly Great Week!
 As you already know, 

we here at the JJS Honors 

Program try to bring great 

educat ional and cul tura l 

programs every week, in 

addit ion to the required 

rigorous academic courses. 

B u t t h i s w e e k , w e a r e 

particularly happy,  after two of 

the best programs we have 

run this year.

 O n S u n d a y , t h e 

Program visited the Brooklyn 

Academy of Music’s historic 

Harvey Theater, in downtown 

Brooklyn. Those in attendance 

were treated to a  riveting 

performance of Richard III 

starring Kevin Spacey in a 

frenetic recreation of the title 

role.

 E v e n t h e m o s t 

seasoned  Shakespeare  

theatergoers acknowledged 

that under the direction of  

Academy Award-winner Sam 

Mendes, this was certainly one 

of the best production of the 

play they had seen.

 Then on Wednesday, 

the Program hosted New York 

Times columnist Samuel G 

Freedman. Based on his 

extensive experience, he 

spoke on How and Why the 

Media Distorts Religion. 

With such a popular turnout 

expected, we needed to move 

venues to accommodate the 

many students, faculty and 

University guests who came. 

All who were in attendance 

were delighted by Freedman’s 

erudite presentation.

 This week we had 

some wonderful activities,  and 

we look forward to the great 

ones coming, of which you 

can read below.

-Ben Katz
L e f t : K e v i n 

S p a c e y a s 

Richard III

Right: Samuel 

G Freeedman
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Gallimaufry:
Thesis Update
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Gabriel Cwilich, Ph.D.
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Sam I. Gellens, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
Sgellens@yu.edu 

Milagros Gonzales
Executive Assistant
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Ben Katz, BA.
Publicist, Student 
Liaison
Bkatz3@yu.edu

To unsubscribe, please 
send an email to 
ychonors@yu.edu with a 
polite request to do so.

It’s never too early to start considering your 
Senior Honors Thesis!

This year, we have a record 28 students working 
on various thesis topics. For some inspiration, 
have a look at some of the projects being 
investigated this year:

Yair Saperstein - (MUS) The 
M u s i c a l T r a d i t i o n o f 
Congregation Shearith Israel: 
Ongoing since 1654

Yonatan Teitz - (HIS) Edouard Drumont and the 
Development of French Antisemitism

Ephraim Leiderman - (CHE) 
hydroxyapatite crystal formation

Av i Kanefsky - ( J S / E N G)
Emotional or Political? The role of love in 
covenant and election

Dovid Halpern - (PSY/PHI/
JPH) From Theodicy to Social 
P s y c h o l o g y : I n t e r s e c t i n g 
Disciplines with Regards to 
Good and Evil

Rafi Miller - (PHY) Characterization of Atomic 
Fo rce M ic roscopy T ip Geomet r y f rom 
Capacitance Measurements
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FEATURED EVENT:

Information Session for 
the JJS Summer Program 
in Prague
Wednesday, 3/14, 12:00 pm

Learn about the fantastic travel and 
study opportunities offered by the 
Honors Program this summer. 

Hear about the exciting courses and 
meet the professors teaching them, 
and hear about the many events the 
Program is planning on the itinerary. 
Worth attending before finalizing 
summer plans.
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Unless stated otherwise, all programs are free, and should be RSVP-ed to ychonors@gmail.com

Mysteries of Qumran
Dead Sea Scrolls 

Friday, 3/16, 10:00 am
The JJS Honors Program will 

visit the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit at 
the Discovery Times Square. The 
tour will be led by two leading Dead 
Sea Scrolls authorities, Vice Provost 
Lawrence Schiffman and Professor 
Moshe Bernstein.

RSVP soon, as space is limited. 
This program is organized 

together with the S. Daniel Abraham 
Honors Program of Stern College.

Spirituality on High
Haskalah and Kabbalah: 
Ecstatic Encounters 

Wednesday, 3/21, 12:00 pm
Professor Sharon Flatto will 

lecture on the surprising importance 
o f K a b b a l a h f o r m a n y l a t e 
eighteenth and early-nineteenth 
century maskilim (Jewish advocates 
of Enlightenment).

Dr Flatto is Associate Professor 
of Judaic Studies at Brooklyn 
College, specializing in early 
modern and modern Jewish thought, 
and Kabbalah.
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Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 
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Ongoing Announcements:
Don’t Forget!

Interested in doing some in-
depth, personalized learning 
and research with your 
favorite professor?

Email sgellens@yu.edu or 
cwilich@yu.edu for any 
questions you may have about 
your future Senior Honor’s 
Thesis!

Questions? Comments? RSVPs? 
Undying Praise?

Email ychonors@yu.edu and 
receive a response within 48 hours

TIME TO THINK ABOUT YOUR 
SUMMER PLANS

If you want to 
satisfy your Jewish 
history or/and  
science 
requirement, and 
get to know one of the most 
interesting areas in Central Europe, 
we have a great course for you!

Dr Jess Olson:  “"Jewish Life in the 
City of Gold: Modern Jewish History 
in Prague and beyond"

Dr  Fredy Zypman and Dr Gabriel 
Cwilich:  From  Kepler’s Prague  to 
NASA's Kepler: to infinity and 
beyond"
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