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Week in Review
Movies, Music, and Mendelssohn
 Hello all, and welcome 

to this week’s installment of 

Honors Program News. This 

was quite the week for the 

Honors Program, with three 

different activities.

 On Sunday, Dr Adler’s 

Psychology of Religion Honors 

class led an outing to the 

Center for Jewish History. 

The re , t hey a t t ended a 

colloquium on Mendelssohn 

and the Enlightenment.

 Wednesday’s Honors 

Luncheon made somewhat 

l igh te r conversa t ion , as 

Michael Cogswell, Director of 

the Louis Armstrong Museum 

spoke about the Hidden Life 

o f S a t c h m o . T h e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n w a s b o t h 

entertaining and surprisingly 

informative. And as an added 

perk, it also made working in 

the Honors Department much 

more enjoyable, as we had to 

“research” Armstrong’s music 

all morning!

 Finally, on Thursday 

night, Dr Bevan’s Western 

Values in a Postcolonial World 

Hono rs c l ass hos ted a 

showing of Battle of Algiers. 

Dr Gellens came along as 

well, displaying his notable 

background knowledge of this 

film classic.

 Overall, it was quite a 

week for the department. Have 

a Shabbat shalom, and don’t 

forget to RSVP to events!

-Ben

Students gathered to listen to Michael Cogswell, and Louis Armstrong classics.
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Gallimaufry:
Emails and Honors Councils

• If you are having email issues (aren’t getting them, want 
them forwarded to another address, etc.) please send 

an email to benfkatz@gmail.com. As of now, the 
program is working out slight glitches, so please 

prepare for a more delayed response.

• The Honors Program would like to congratulate the 

winners of the Honors Student Council elections upon 
their victory. The winners are as follows:

HONORS 
PROGRAM 
STAFF

Gabriel Cwilich, Ph.D.
Program Chairman
Cwilich@yu.edu 

Sam I. Gellens, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
Sgellens@yu.edu 

Milagros Gonzales
Executive Assistant
Mgonzal3@yu.edu  

Ben Katz, BA.
Publicist, Student 
Liaison
Benfkatz@gmail.com

To unsubscribe, please 
send an email to 
benfkatz@gmail.com with 
a polite request to do so.

Q&AQ&A
Why is there a new 

font?

Hey, thanks for noticing! Instead of the 

former Baskerville and Gill Sans fonts, we 

have switched to the Akzidenz-Grotesk 

Std font. This is because it’s the official 

font of Yeshiva University. Don’t believe 

m e ? J u s t c h e c k t h e O f fi c e o f 

Communications and Public Affairs’s 

website, at http://yu.edu/cpa/. 

How can I get it? Well, if you’d like to be font-fashionable 

yourself, you can go to the website, and 

download the font for your own official YU 

publications.

What’s a gallimaufry? The dictionary defines gallimaufry as a 

“confused jumble or medley of things. Avi 

Kelin, the last person in my job, used the 

gallimaufry section of his email for random 

announcements. I, in taking up the mantle 

of liason-ing, shall do the same.

The Honors Program would like to thank Mark Glass, who has 

successfully raised the font-consciousness that made the change.

The Honors Program would like to thank Mark Glass, who has 

successfully raised the font-consciousness that made the change.

• Jacob Bernstein

• Daniel First

• Josh Fluss

• Josh Siegel

• Eitan Novogrodsky

• Daniel Rosen

• Dov Weiss

• Ari Gartenberg

• Hillel Landman
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All Hear This
First Lectures

Wednesday, 10/26 & 11/2, 12:00
Honors students will lead these two 

luncheons, as they present on their current 
research, related to their thesis, or 
otherwise. The October 26th lectures will 
feature research in social sciences and 
humanities, while the November 2nd 
lectures will feature the natural sciences. 
The November 2nd lectures will be co-
sponsored by the USRP as well.

Culture Concordance
Music and Politics

Wednesday, 11/9, 12:00
Honors Program scholar in residence, 

Prof. Susana Asensio Llamas will present 
on her current work at Yeshiva College. 
Her research focuses on the recuperation 
of historical sources for the history of the 
ethnomusicology (both music and 
documents), and the interplay between 
music and politics. She will also discuss 
what her time at YU has been teaching 
her. Much of her former research has 
already been published in various books 
and articles. 

FEATURED EVENT:

PROPHECY OF PLACE
 
Quintan Wikswo, artist-in-
residence, will be visiting the 
University in mid-November. 
She is known for her corpus 
of interdisciplinary work, in 
hauntingly combining the 
written word and image. 

Her residence will include 
attendance at her exhibit 
currently at the YU museum, 
Honors class visits, and a 
public lecture for the entire 
Yeshiva College.
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Unless stated otherwise, all programs are free, and should be RSVP-ed to benfkatz@gmail.com
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Did you know that we also have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 

Questions? Comments? 
RSVPs? Undying Praise?

Email benfkatz@gmail.com and 
receive a response within 48 hours

Getting advice and 
help with fellowships 
and scholarships has 
become easier than 
ever for our honors 
students. 

University Professor 
Norman Adler has 
graciously agreed to 
be available every 
Monday in the 
Honors Lounge, 12-1 
pm to discuss 
students’ future 
plans. 

Professor Adler will 
also respond to 
emails and 
rescheduling requests 
at adler@yu.edu.
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 He doesn’t play music. He just talks. He talks  about a musician 

whose name I’ve heard of, but  it’s  supposed to be entertaining. And we’re 

featuring him, so I need to do make him sound interesting.

	 I honestly felt a  bit like this was my job for drumming up hype 

around Michael Cogswell, director of the Louis  Armstrong museum. I 

thought this  was  classic Honors Program - hyperacademic in its well-

executed randomness. 
	 This past week was certainly a learning experience for my 

skepticism. Almost as soon as  the posters  went up, I began hearing positive 

feedback about the design and the topic. It seems that after an intense 

beginning to a semester, a more playful and relaxed presentation was  just 

what people wanted. Furthermore, a whole coterie of jazz aficionados 

showed up with strength. One friend asked me if we had purposefully 

designed a lecture just for him.

	 And when Cogswell arrived, he immediately  showed why he 

deserved an Honors  sponsored lecture. His  presentation was  filled with 

videos and jokes, and yes - music. Lots of  great music. 
 His lecture wasn’t random, it was a breath of fresh air. In an over-

structured, semi-claustrophobic work week, a break from the norm is 

fantastic. The program was a warranted success not only because of the 

quality of presentation, but also because of the change of pace it  provided 

for all in attendance. Hopefully, there will be more like it.

Riffs:
In Defense of Randomness
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