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 Hello, and welcome back 

to Yeshiva for the 2011-12 school 

year! We hope you all had a great 

summer, and are excited for all 

this  year has to offer. We’re just 

hoping that you’ll remember the 

Honors  Program as  another 

great resource at your disposal.     

 I, for one, am excited to 

be the person providing the 

information! I’ll be replacing Avi 

Kelin, who has assiduously 

maintained this  position for two 

years, and set up a great 

framework to build off of, and 

improve upon. (Did you there’s  a 

YCHonors  twitter account? Well, 

“Now You Know”!)

 So on behalf of the entire 

Honors Program, I’d like to once 

again welcome you to the 

2011-12 school year, and hope 

you’re off  to a great start!

-Ben    . 

Welcome Letter
Hello!

YCHonors is a department of:

Yeshiva Col lege Honors  
Program Newslet ter

Week in Review
New Year, Same Great Program
 In this  section, we review 

some of the great programming 

we ’ve h ad s i n c e th e l a s t 

newsletter. 

      Orientation started the 

year off right. First, a fabulous 

pre-orientation shabbaton 

proved that even a hurricane 

can’t stop the Honors Program!

 Later in the week, Dr 

Cwilich introduced himself, right 

before the opening barbecue. 

On Tuesday, freshmen and 

faculty gathered in the Sky Cafe 

to munch on snacks  and discuss, 

“ R e a d i n g , K n o w i n g , 

Teaching and the Idea of 

the University”. 

  But just because orientation 

ended does not mean we  

stopped our programming. Our 

first Honors  Luncheon called 

Know Your Honors Program 

gave leaders  of the program the 

opportunity to meet the students 

and discuss their different roles. 

Students  were able to munch on 

good pizza, and voice their 

opinions about the program. 

	 Is it just me, or does the 

Honors Program love food 

almost as much as academics?
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Meet Your Staff
Benjamin Katz, 
BA.

In this section, you’ll 
learn a bit about each of the 
members of the Honors 
Department staff. Dr Cwilich 

wanted to start with me, the 
newest member of the staff, 
and the face behind the 
emails you’ll be receiving this 
year.

Background	      
Originally from Teaneck, 

then Englewood, and now 
Washington Heights, I’m a 
graduate of TABC who 

spent two years at Hakotel. 
Time at YU

Then, at Yeshiva, I was a 
part of the Jay and Jeannie 
S c h o t t e n s t e i n H o n o r s 

P ro g r a m , m a j o r i n g i n 
psychology and minoring in 
English.

I was also very involved 
with psychology research, 

working in Dr Jenny Isaacs’s 
lab, and writing my senior 
thesis  in psychology with Dr 
Ariel Malka. I was also an 
Honors Teaching Fellow for 

Dr Isaacs’s Honors Intro to 
Statistics course.

The research with Dr 
Isaacs worked out quite 
favorably, as I was able to 

present it this past summer 
through funded trips to 
Athens and Washington DC. 
This Year

Now I’m working part-
t i m e f o r t h e H o n o r s 
Prog ram, and Hebrew 
schools  while applying to 
various research-based Ph.D. 

p r o g r a m s i n c l i n i c a l 
psychology.
You Should Know

I l o v e p s y c h o l o g y, 
dominos, and pizza. I’m 

awful with current events, 
even though I try to talk a 
big game, and I’m going to 
really try to respond to your 
emails in a timely fashion - 

despite a lifetime of opposing 
habits. If I don’t respond 
within a day, don’t feel bad 
emailing me a second or 
third time!

You can reach Ben by email 
at benfkatz@gmail.com.

HONORS 
PROGRAM 
STAFF

Gabriel Cwilich, 
Ph.D.
Program Chairman
Cwilich@yu.edu 

Sam I. Gellens, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
Sgellens@yu.edu 

Milagros Gonzales
Executive Assistant
Mgonzal3@yu.edu  

Ben Katz, BA.
Publicist, Student Liaison
Benfkatz@gmail.com

To unsubscribe, please 
send an email to 
benfkatz@gmail.com with 
a polite request to do so.
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Postgrad Prep
Fellowship Luncheon

Wednesday, 9/14, 12:00
This upcoming Honors Luncheon will 

feature Dr Norman Adler, University 

Professor in Psychology Assistant to the 

Provost for Curriculum Development, 

Research Initiatives, and Fellowship 
Mentoring, as he discusses how to prepare 

for post-graduation opportunities. This 

presentation is especially practical for 

students two years away from graduating.

Haskalah Enlightenment 
Moses Mendelssohn and 
the Legacy of the 
Enlightenment

Sunday, 9/18 12:30                
 The Honor s Prog ram wi l l be 

sponsoring an outing to a symposium at 
the Center for Jewish History, which will 

discuss the topics of “Enlightenment and 

Secular i sm,” and “Mendelssohn’s 

Significance for Jewish Thought and Life, 

Present and Future.” This outing will be 
led by the honors course of Psychology 

and Religion 

All Jazzed Up
Louis Armstrong: The 
Offstage Story of Satchmo

Wednesday, 9/21, 12:00

Michael Cogswell, Director of the 

Louis Armstrong House Museum will join 
students for the Honors Luncheon hour. 

Fo l l o w h i s w e b s i t e a t h t t p : / /

www.louisarmstronghouse.org.

FEATURED EVENT:

HONORS LUNCHEONS 
Almost ever y week, the 
Honor s P ro g r am o f f e r s 
lunchtime programming on a 
variety of topics. Luncheons 
feature student research 
presentations, Program-related 
information sessions, etc.

T h e y ’ r e u s u a l l y o n 
Wednesdays, in the Mazer 
Yeshiva Program lunch slot.

Wed. 12-1,  Honors Lounge
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Q&AQ&A
What is this 

newsletter?

Well, this  weekly newsletter will have 

in it everything you need to know about 

your Honors  Program - who we are, how 

we function, and the upcoming programs 

we have scheduled. And we’ll try to make 

it a fun read in the process.

How can I get it? We’re still trying to work that out 

ourselves. It’ll hopefully be emailed out on 

Fridays, and maybe printed up and made 

available through other outlets as well.

How do clouds stay in 

the sky?

That’s  a great question, and one I’ve 

always  wondered about myself. As  a 

college graduate, I have come to the 

conclusion that it’s  all either a worldwide 

conspiracy, a civilization-wide illusion, or a 

combinat ion of upwards  sh i f t ing 

barometric pressures and air resistance. 

But who can really know, right?

Honors Board:

Elections will soon be 
held for the Honors 
P ro g r a m S t u d e n t 
Council! Pay attention 
t o ema i l s i n t h e 
upcoming month, as 
we send out blasts 
r e g a r d i n g t h e 
elections.

For more 
information, contact:

Ari Gartenberg: 
ari.gartenberg@gmail.c
om 
Hillel Landman:
Hlandman@gmail.com

Honors Dinner
Night at The Museum

On Wednesday evening the 

Admissions office gathered 

incoming students in the 

Honors programs in both 

campuses at the YU 

museum for dinner, and 

conversation about their 

expectations for the program 

and the road that brought 

them to YU. Jonathan 

Schwab, former co-chair of  

the honors student board, 

and current presidential 

fellow in the office of  the 

President of  Yeshiva 

University,  reflected on his 

years as an undergraduate in 

the Honors Program.  

	 Dr Jacob Wise 

arranged the wonderful 

collections of  the museum 

for the students. This will be 

the first of  many programs 

in which the students of  

both honors programs will 

have a chance to meet.
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Did you know that we have a twitter account?! Follow us on twitter.com/YCHonors. 

Questions? Comments? 
Undying Praise?

Email benfkatz@gmail.com and 
receive a response within 48 hours

Interested in doing 
some in-depth, 
personalized 
learning with your 
favorite professor?

Email 
sgellens@yu.edu or 
cwilich@yu.edu for 
any questions you 
may have about 
your Senior Honor’s 
Thesis!
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Riffs
The Best Kept Public Secret

In this section, we’re 
going to try to encourage 

you all to share your own 

opinions with us. You can 

write about something 

that excites you, or that 
you find curious.

Mostly, we’re looking 

for well-written, less-

than-100 word vignettes 

about something uniquely 
Y U, o r N e w Yo r k . 

Alternatively, it can be 
something more normal 

which was experienced in 

a uniquely YU fashion. Or 

maybe a brief letter to the 

editor.
If you’re interested in 

m a k i n g t h i s s e c t i o n 

happen, send in your 

s u b m i s s i o n t o 

benfkatz@gmail.com .
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