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Year in Review
Congrats, Grads!

 With an end to a year 

of terrific programming, we 

here at the Program have 

much to smile about:

• Our weekly Honors 

Luncheons featured 

dynamic speakers from 

within the university, and 

beyond. This year, we hosted 

twenty-two of them.

• We also hosted many other 

events and trips off campus, 

including three trips to 

Carnegie Hall, five visits to 

museums such as The Met 

and the Museum of Modern 

Art, a play at the Brooklyn 

Academy of Music and 

various other trips.

• We have hosted lectures 

from prominent figures such 

as Chief Rabbi of England 

Lord Jonathan Sacks, and 

others.

• The Program offered ten 

freshman Honors 

seminars and over seventy 

other Honors courses. 

These stellar courses 

emphasized interdisciplinary, 

critical thought with dynamic 

professors and small class 

sizes. 

• The Program was also proud 

to graduate twenty-nine 

thesis writers. 

 We have many people 

to thank for such a successful 

year. 

 First, we’d like to thank 

the Program’s eponymous 

benefactors, Jay and Jeanie 

Schottenstein, whose 

ongoing support made the 

Program possible.

 We’d also like to thank 

the staff, council members, 

and faculty were integral parts 

of ensuring the proper 

planning and execution of all 

programming.

 Most of all, we’d like to 

thank the student body for 

providing the energy and 

justification behind all our hard 

work. 

 It was worth it - and 

next year will be even better! 

Have a great summer! 

-Ben Katz
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 I have received the sizable task of interviewing one of this 
year's graduating seniors, Yair Saperstein, 
and we went around the Wilf campus to 
try to locate him. Not an easy task!
 Should we look for the graduating 
Chemistry major in his room where he 
might be packing and getting ready 
to  attend next year Cornell Medical 
School?
 Perhaps  he i s  busy in the 
library  preparing the Yeshiva College 
valedictorian speech he will be honored to 
deliver at graduation in the Izod Center in 
front of 2000 people?
 Maybe in the Upper West Side, where he is finishing his 
research for his Honors Thesis, on “Inclusivity and Music in the 
Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue” of NYC, under the mentorship 
of Honors Visiting Scholar and professor of Musicology Dr. 
Susana Asensio Llamas.
 Or perhaps he is in one of the local Washington Heights 
public schools where as part of the Heights Initiative he has 
been coordinating the work of the YU student body in the  
START project to introduce "hands on" units of science in the 
elementary school curriculum around our neighborhood.
 What about checking the psychology Department where, 
together with his brother and with Professor Eliezer Schnall he 
coauthored a paper which has just been accepted in the Journal 
of the History of the Neurosciences.
 Or maybe in the Schottenstein Center, in the Music 
Department where he co-chairs the Yeshiva University Classical 
Music Society, and played piano in their last concert of the year, 
and later enchanted the crowd with a dramatic poem reading.
 He may be in his room updating his status to the Barry M. 
Goldwater Scholarship board, which chose him as one of 300 
students in the country to receive their prestigious scholarship.
 No, as I know from  personal experience,  locating Yair at 
any given time is not a trivial endeavor. Who knows - perhaps he 
was hired by our Career Center to lead a workshop on time-
management skills!  
 Now, that's a thought!

Gabriel Cwilich
JJS Honors Program Chairman
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Celebrations Commence:
JJS Honors Program Year End Luncheon

 Robes were handed 
out. Honors were awarded. 
Valedictorians were named. 
All around campus, students 
discussed their plans for the 
future. Graduation was in the 
air.
 After thousands of 
pages read, hundreds more 
written, countless hours in the 
l ibrary, original research 
projects in varieties of 
fi e l d s , t h e H o n o r s 
graduates certainly had 
many accomplishments 
to celebrate.
 This year’s Jay 
and Jeanie Schottenstein 
Honors Program  Year 
End Luncheon certainly 
gave seniors and 
their families the 
congratulations they 
deserved.
 As fami l ies 
were escorted to 
their tables set up in 
throughout the hall 
of the Weissberg 
C o m m o n s , t h e y 
perused the program 
and Year in Review calendar 
available at their tables.
 After an introduction from 
Dr S am Gel lens , Ass is t an t 
Director, families listened to a 
series of short remarks from  Dr 
W i l l S t e n h o u s e , H o n o r s 
Committee chair, Dr Lawrence 
Schif fman, Vice Provost for 
Undergraduate Education, and Dr 

Gabriel Cwilich, Program 
Director. Each speaker 
h ighl ighted a unique 
apprec ia t ion fo r the 
P r o g r a m , a n d t h e 
students who maintain its 
standard of excellence.
 With the faculty 
remarks finished, the 
focus of the rest of the 
event sh i f ted to the 

s t u d e n t s . T h e 
audience divided into 
three rooms in Belfer 
Hal l to l is ten to 
s t u d e n t 
presentations of their 
or ig ina l research 
performed for their 
senior theses.

 After the 
presentat ions, 
guests at the 
l u n c h e o n 
reconvened for a 
musical interlude 
performed by the 
many musically 
talented Honors 
graduates. Adam 
R o s e n b e r g , 

Aaron Yevick, Rafi Miller and 
Yair Saperstein entertained the 
crowd with their favorite 
various classical piano pieces.
 Th e n , D r C w i l i ch 
returned to the podium to 
highlight particular individuals’ 
added accomplishments. First, 
he presented awards for the 
best theses of the previous 
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Celebrations Commence:
Year End Luncheon (cont.)

year (2011). Elliott Friedman (history) won 
the humanities award, while Jerry Karp 
(physics) and Daniel 
Poliak (biology/public 
health) shared the 
sciences award.
 Dr Cwilich also 
p r e s e n t e d D a n i e l 
R o s e n , o u t g o i n g 
Honors student council 
chair, with the award 
for serv ice to the 
Honors Program.
 Although the luncheon 
was swiftly coming to a close, 
t h e r e w e r e a f e w m o r e 
surprises in store. With only 
slight technical difficulties, he 
Skyped in Fall’s Scholar-in-
Residence, Dr Susana Asensio 
Llamas. As one of the most 
p r o d u c t i v e s c h o l a r s - i n -
residence yet, and mentor of 
g r a d u a t i n g s e n i o r Ya i r 
Saperstein, Dr Asensio happily 
stayed up late in her home 
country of Spain to deliver a message 
across the Atlantic. 
 After thanking the staff for all their 
efforts, she congratulated Yair on his being 

awarded Yeshiva College valedictorian, 
along with all the thesis writers on their 

u p c o m i n g 
graduation.
 W i t h a 
few parting words, 
D r C w i l i c h 
i n t r o d u c e d 
graduating senior 
Ben Recca who 
p e r f o r m e d a 
harmonica piece 
with his own lyrics. 

He humerously recounted 
the many years - and many 
coffees - he has had since 
high school. His closing line 
drew the greatest applause 
when he sang, “Now that 
I ’m done, my freedom 
increases./ All that is left is 
to hand in my forty page 
thesis.”
 The theatrical ending 
left the audience in high 

spir its as they left the 
luncheon. Most proceeded down the block 
to Lamport Auditorium, where many Honors 
students would then receive more awards, 
this time from Yeshiva College.

Congratulations to the winners of the Student Council 
elections! Next year’s council will be:

Chair: Josh Fluss  Vice-Chair: Jacob Bernstein
Newly Elected Members: Dani Schwab, Josh 

Halpern,            Josh Fink

The final two FTOC members will be elected at the 
beginning of the 12-13 school year.
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--Thanks for another great year with the 
Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein Honors Program!--

Captions:

1. “Reading Suburbia” on 
a trip to the Museum of 
Modern Art’s 
“Foreclosed” exhibit

2. The “Introduction to 
Public Health” class 
outside the NYC Public 
Health Laboratories 

3.University Professor Dr 
Norman Adler presents 
about potential post-
college fellowships 

4.France and its Others” 
on a trip to the High 
Line Park  

5.Honors Scholar-in-
Residence Dr Susana 
Asensio Llamas leads a 
tour to the Hispanic 
Society of America

6. Students gather outside 
Carnegie Hall before 
attending “Rhythms of 
Rajastan” 


