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After the storm… 

YU Returns, Picking up just where it left off! 
It’s been a hectic couple of weeks up here 
in Washington Heights. We hope you and 
yours weathered the storm safely. Please 
know that we are committed to helping all 
those who have been affected by the 
storm—students, staff, and faculty alike. 
Please email YCHonors@yu.edu if there is 
any way we can help. 
But while the storm was undoubtedly a 
setback, the Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein 
Honors Program managed to pick up right 
where it left off, hosting a fantastic 
program on the very day classes resumed. 
On October 31st, Yeshiva College’s very 
own Dr. Steven Fine had lunch with us and 
discussed his recent research at the Arch of 
Titus in Rome.  
 

 
Dr. Fine at the Arch of Titus 

 
In a far-ranging and wide-reaching 
presentation, we learned about Dr. Fine’s 
project of figuring out what color the 
Menorah on the arch had initially been 
painted, the technology involved in such a 
project, and the implications of recent 
research which proves that much of the 
white marble we associate with sculpture 
and architecture from antiquity was, in 
fact, quite colorful. 

A week after Dr. Fine’s visit, in the 
teeth of yet another storm, the JJS 
Honors Program was joined by 
members of the Heights Initiative to 
learn about their work. The Heights 
Initiative dares students to venture 
beyond the YU campus. They have 
overseen many student-led efforts to 
build a mutually beneficial 
relationship between Yeshiva 
University and the broader 
Washington Heights community.  
 

	  
Students Discussing the Heights Initiative 

 
Some of the student organizations that 
were represented at the luncheon were 
CollegeEDge, the YU Literacy 
Program, Project START Science, The 
President's Circle Tutoring Program, 
and the Swab-a-Cheek Initiative. 
Through the effort of our local 
councilman Ydanis Rodriguez, the 
Heights Initiative received a grant 
from the City Council. This grant 
helps fund the initiative’s outreach 
efforts. These volunteer run and lead 
programs, which involve cultural, 
educational, and professional 
development in our neighborhood, 
have helped create a wonderful bridge 
connecting the Wilf Campus and its 
neighbors.   
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Dear Honors Students, 
  
The honors program is working closely with the leadership in all academic 
departments in YC to put the finishing touches on honors course offerings for 
the Spring semester, which will be announced in the next few days. 
 
It will be one of the largest offerings of courses that the Honors Program has 
ever had, including courses from practically every department in the college, 
ranging from introductory to advanced. There will be many general education 
courses, and we made sure to include classes that students both in the current 
curriculum and the new curriculum can take to move ahead in their education 
at Yeshiva College. There is a vibrant selection of Jewish studies courses as 
well. 
 
Just to give you a taste of what you may look forward to:  In the new category 
of First Year Seminars (which all first year students will be taking), honors 
students will have the opportunity to choose among  The Dead Sea Scrolls ( 
Prof. Bernstein),  American Autobiography: Telling American Selves (Prof. 
 Jacobson), Understanding Financial Crises (Prof. Kahn), Detective Stories 
(Prof.  Sheehy)  and City Comedies and Fantasies (Prof. Stewart). 
 
In Jewish Studies, besides the traditional honors survey of Jewish history 
(which this semester will be in Medieval Jewish History and taught by 
Professor Kaplan), Professor Elman will offer a course on The Bavli and Its 
Context, Professor Holtz will offer a Bible course in Psalms, Professor Carmy a 
course on The Philosophy of Rav Kook, and Professor Schneider on 
Contemporary Hebrew Literature (focusing on the work of Aharon Appelfeld). 
 
Together with honors versions of basic courses in many majors  (General 
Chemistry, General Physics, Experimental Psychology, Money and Banking), 
there will be a large group of electives in different majors , ranging from Prof. 
Feit and Prof. Goswami’s course Immunology-AIDS and Society, Prof. Adler’s 
popular Psychology of Religion, Prof. Van Kelly’s course in Cybersecurity, 
Prof. Bevan’s course in Great Political Thinkers, Prof. Newton’s intriguingly 
titled  Roth, Roth and Roth, Prof. Stenhouse’s Renaissance and Reformation 
course, and many others.  There will be courses in the categories of the new 
curriculum, but also courses satisfying requirements in Humanities, Literature 
and Social Sciences offered respectively by Professor Olson, Professor Geyh 
and Professor Van Ryn. 
 
These are only a few of the more than forty courses that the Honors program 
expects to offer this coming semester, and we are sure that there is something 
for every possible interest. 
 
Stay tuned. In the next few days you will receive a complete list of Honors 
Courses, and you should begin selecting your courses. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Cwilich 
 

 
 

	  
	  

A LETTER FROM DR. CWILICH: 
SPRING HONORS COURSES 

ABOUT SPRING 
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On a Similar Note: 
 

A Word from your Honors Student Council 
About the Courses YOU Created! 

 
Dear Fellow Students, 
 
Thank you for your outpouring of 
support for our new course 
initiative. We invited you to 
suggest new ideas for classes, and 
from among a much more 
extensive list of suggestions, we 
selected the three courses you 
voted on. We received over 70 
responses to our survey, from 
people who were intrigued by one 
or more of the possible new 
classes, and we took those 
responses right to Dr. Cwilich. Dr. 
Cwilich in turn presented these 
ideas to the heads of several 
departments to see what could be 
done about turning your ideas into 
reality. Unfortunately, because of 
the way the schedule worked out 
this semester, it appears that many 
of the departments had already 
determined their class offerings 
by the time this conversation 
happened. But we are not 
disheartened, and we plan to 
conduct a new poll as the spring 
semester progresses, and 

hopefully that will enable us to 
present your ideas to the heads of 
departments in time for the fall 
semester. It was only thanks to 
your excitement and participation 
that we came as close as we did, 
and with your help we will 
certainly see some of your ideas 
on next semester’s course list.	  
	  
We look forward to continuing to 
hear from you and your continued	  
involvement in improving our 
Honors Program.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
The Honors Student Council 
	  
Jacob Bernstein, Adir Feifel, Josh 
Fink, Josh Fluss, Josh Halpern,	  
Josh Nagel, and Dani Schwab	  
	  
P.S. In case you have not yet seen the 
survey, here were the courses you 
suggested:	  
	  

1. Sports Physics and Medicine	  
Sports have become a pillar in 
American society and culture, and 
this course offers the opportunity to 
learn about the under-discussed 
topics of the the physics that explain 
the science of the games we love in 
addition to the medicine that allows 
the human body to perform its 
maximum athletic capabilities.	  
	  
2. Study of Startups	  
An economic analysis of startup 
companies from both a financial and 
historical perspective on their 
successes and failures over time.	  
	  
3. Modern Music	  
This would be a general education 
class that would study music from a 
historical perspective. 	  
	  
If something you thought should be 
here wasn’t on here, we want to hear 
what you think should have been. 
Please leave your ideas here, and 
we’ll see what we can do to make 
them happen.	  
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On Thursday, November 

15th at 8:00 PM in the 

Honors Lounge, we will be 

screening The Fire Within: Jews of 

the Amazon. 

 

A moving documentary, The Fire 

Within is a reflection of the 

survival of spirit, belief, and 

heritage of the unique Jewish 

community of Iquitos, Peru. In 

the late 19th century, among the 

adventurers who came to the 

Amazonian rainforest following 

the great rubber boom, were 

Jewish men from Morocco. 

Some of these men settled in the 

isolated town of Iquitos. There, 

they married local women, 

raised families, and maintained 

names such as Cohen, Pinto, 

and Khan.  

 
 

Their original Jewish traditions 

became mixed with indigenous 

Amazonian life creating an 

authentic and practically 

unknown Jewish tradition. 

Following the "discovery" of the 

Iquitos Jewish community, 

many rabbis and scholars have 

become part of their "return" to 

a more normative Jewish 

tradition.  

 

 

While in the distant capital of 

Lima, the Jewish community is 

reluctant to recognize the 

Iquitos Jews as their own, a 

group of Iquitos Jews has 

undergone a process of 

conversion, and many have 

immigrated to Israel. Others 

have remained in Iquitos in 

hopes of helping the community 

flourish and grow.  

After the screening, we will 

discuss the film with Abbie  

 

Kozolchyk and Daniel Serrulha. 

Abbie is a New York-based  

 

writer and editor who has 

traveled extensively to study the 

Amazonian Jewish community, 

and Daniel is a YU alumnus 

who grew up in the Brazilian 

Amazon after his family 

relocated there from Morocco. 

 

This is sure to be an 

unforgettable event, and we look 

forward to seeing you there! 

Please RSVP to 

YCHONORS@YU.EDU so we 

can plan accordingly, and feel 

free to email us for further 

information. 

Featured Upcoming Event: 

JEWS OF THE AMAZON 
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SAVE	  THE	  DATE	  
	  
If	  you	  are	  a	  third	  year	  student	  in	  the	  honors	  program,	  whose	  first	  
semester	  on	  campus	  was	  during	  the	  2010-‐2011	  academic	  year,	  on	  
Wednesday	  November	  28	  (after	  Thanksgiving)	  we	  will	  have	  a	  
special	  luncheon	  for	  you	  	  
	  
The	  focus	  will	  be	  on	  how	  to	  start	  thinking	  in	  the	  culmination	  of	  your	  
honors	  experience	  in	  Yeshiva	  College,	  how	  to	  make	  decisions	  about	  
your	  future	  career	  plans	  and	  the	  role	  that	  an	  honors	  thesis	  can	  play	  
in	  those,	  how	  to	  start	  the	  search	  for	  a	  appropriate	  mentor,	  	  and	  	  how	  
to	  decide	  what	  courses	  to	  take	  in	  preparation	  for	  that	  	  	  

We	  are	  going	  to	  the	  New	  York	  Philharmonic.	  	  	  
Tuesday,	  November	  27th,	  7:30	  p.m.	  
Avery	  Fisher	  Hall,	  Lincoln	  Center.	  

	  
Conductor:	  Andrey	  Boreyko.	  

Soloist:	  Frank	  Peter	  Zimmerman,	  violin.	  
	  	  
Mendelssohn,	  Overture	  to	  Die	  Heimker	  aus	  der	  Fremde	  (Son	  and	  Stranger)	  
Shostakovich,	  Violin	  Concerto	  No.	  1.	  
Dvorak,	  Symphony	  No.	  9,	  From	  the	  New	  World.	  

	  	  
	  


