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Shana Tova!

Summertime is here again?
On behalf of the Jay and Jeanie 

Schottenstein Honors Program, Shana 

Tova. We hope that everyone’s Rosh 

Hashana, Yom Kippur, and Succot was 

enjoyable and meaningful. 

While courses might be on pause and 

many of you may have returned home 

for “Summer Vacation 2.0,” we’ve 

been putting together some great 

events for your imminent return to 

campus. Please read about the exciting 

things coming up in October and 

November!

But first, we wanted to mention the 

wonderful event we had just before 

school closed for the break. Dr. Steven 

Gimbel, Chair of Philosophy at 

Gettysburg College and author of the 

recently published - and much 

celebrated - Einstein’s Science, came 

to Wilf Campus to give a lecture on 

philosophy, physics, and Einstein. 

Over 60 students attended this event, 

and faculty members from the physics, 

philosophy, Judaic Studies, and history 

departments all came out in droves. 

Indeed, few events have drawn such a 

diverse range of students, representing 

Yeshiva University’s vibrant and 

eclectic student population.

After a fascinating discussion of 

relativity (which left even seasoned 

Physics professors in awe), Dr. Gimbel

discussed Einstein’s Jewish roots, as 

well as the underlying philosophy of the 

great physicist’s theories. He also 

explored the possibility that the 

discursive style of the Talmud was an 

important influence on Einstein’s 

thought.  For JJS Honors Students who 

are interested in learning more about 

Dr. Gimbel’s work, Einstein’s 

Physics can be found in the JJS Honors 

Library.
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Another wonderful event that took place just before the break

was the Honors Welcome Dinner. On the evening of September 

9, a group of approximately 80 freshmen from both the JSS 

Honors Program as well as the Stern Honors Program got 

together for a celebratory dinner organized by the YU Office of 

Admissions.

The event, meant to welcome these new honors students to 

campus, featured speeches by the Deans of both colleges (Dean 

Bacon and Dean Eichler) and the directors of the two honors 

programs (Dr. Wachtell and Dr. Cwilich). Jonathan Schwab, a 

former honors student who now serves as assistant director for 

undergraduate admissions, gave a brief account of his time in 

the honors program. Following his speech, Professor Ronnie 

Perelis gave an engaging talk about how his religious views and 

his academic background inform his scholarship, work and life.
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Featured Upcoming Event

Professor Tanar Akcam joins us for an 
Honors Luncheon to discuss:

Assimilation and Genocide:
       the Ottoman state and the Armenians

During WWI

October 24, 2012; Honors Lounge at noon

Professor Tanar Akcam (Clark 
University, Worcester, MA), a 
Turkish historian and 
sociologist, is an international 
authority on genocide studies. 
His research focuses on the 
Armenian genocide in 
particular, and he will be 
joining us to discuss the work 
of Raphael Lemkin and the
complex relationship between 
Holocaust studies and research 
concerning the Armenian 
genocide.

Recent genocide scholarship 
has rediscovered the vital work 
of Raphael Lemkin—not only 
as a legal scholar but also as an 
historian and social scientist. 
His unpublished autobiography 
and work on the history of 

genocide has inspired a new 
generation of scholars to 
rethink and reevaluate existing 
scholarship.

Lemkin wrote, “Genocide has 
two phases: one, destruction of 
the national pattern of the 
oppressed group; the other, the 
imposition of the national 
pattern of the oppressor.” 
Akcam argues that this “the 
second phase” can take many 
different forms, but that 
assimilation is among the most 
effective ways to achieve the 
desired result.

According to Akcam, because 
similarity to the Holocaust has 
tended to be the yardstick 
against which occurrences of 

mass violence are measured, in 
the Armenian case, some of the 
most significant structural 
components of the Armenian 
Genocide—such as the 
religious conversion or the 
forced assimilation of 
Armenian children into Muslim 
households—have been 
ignored or de-emphasized 
because they played no role in 
the annihilation of the Jews in 
Europe.

Based on newly revealed 
documents from the Ottoman 
archives, Akcam argues that 
assimilation was a structural 
element in the genocidal 
process, and calls for analysis 
and a reassessment.
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Other Events of Note:

Yeshiva University Professor Steven Fine discusses his 
Groundbreaking Research in Jewish History:

October 31, 2012 at Noon in the Honors Lounge
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From June 5 to June 7, 2012, an 

international team of scholars led 

by the Yeshiva University Center 

for Israel Studies in partnership 

with the Soprintendenza Speciale 

per i Beni Archeologici di Roma 

undertook a pilot study of the Arch 

of Titus in the Roman Forum, the 

ancient civic center of Rome, Italy. 

The focus of attention was the 

Menorah panel and the relief 

showing the deification of Titus at 

the apex of the arch. 

The arch was originally dedicated 

after the Emperor Titus' death in 81 

CE and celebrates his victory in the 

Jewish War of 66-74 CE, which 

climaxed with the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the Temple in the 

summer of 70 CE.

The arch has three bas-reliefs. One 

shows the deification of Titus. 

Two other reliefs depict the 

triumphal procession held in Rome 

in 71 CE: in one we see Roman 

soldiers carrying the spoils of war 

through the city, including the 

famous Menorah (the seven-

branched candelabrum) and other 

treasures of the destroyed Temple. 

These were put on display in Rome 

in the Temple of Peace not far from

the arch. The second panel shows 

Titus riding in triumph through the 

city. 

High resolution three-dimensional 

scans of the Menorah and the 

deification reliefs were made, and 

part of the Menorah relief was 

examined to determine whether any 

traces of paint decoration were 

preserved. One of the main 

purposes of the investigation was to 

see if the color of the representation 

of the menorah was gold, as 

described by Josephus.

Dr. Steven Fine - one of the leaders 

of this project - will join us for 

luncheon on October 31, 2012 to 

present his findings. The 

presentation, entitled “Discovering 

the Golden Menorah: Academic 

Imagination and the YU Arch of 

Titus Digital Restoration Project” is 

sure to be illuminating. 

To learn more about Dr. Fine’s 

fascinating research, read this New 

York Times article which features 

Dr. Fine’s work and describes its 

importance.



-5-

JSS HONORS TRIP TO BROADWAY!

YCHONORS NEWSLETTER, ISSUE 23 OCTOBER   2012

We are delighted to announce that 

people may begin signing up for our 

theater outing. We will be seeing 

Glengarry Glen Ross, starring Al 

Pacino. The show – heralded as the 

best of the season – should be 

wonderful. Read more about David 

Mamet’s  Pulitzer Prize winning 

play here.

If you are interested in seeing the 

show, please email 

ychonors@yu.edu. Tickets cost $15 

(box office prices are $85, so that’s 

quite a steal!) and are limited. Please 

email us soon; tickets are first come 

first serve!  

ALSO UPCOMING: DEBATE NIGHT 

OCTOBER 16 AT 8:30 PM ON WILF

In conjunction with the political science 
department, the Honors Program will be 
screening the presidential debate and 
hosting a real-time discussion of what will 
undoubtedly be an interesting discussion. 
More details to come!
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Introducing, The Last Word!
Last Word is a new feature of the Honors Newsletter. 

Each issue, a different honors student will tell us about his thesis research.

This week, Toviah Moldwin (in his fourth year on campus finishing a major in Computer Science tells 
us about his thesis research on:

Old Texts, New Techniques

Biblicists have used a variety of techniques to 

attempt to date biblical texts, one of the most 

useful of which is the analysis of linguistic 

features. The basic premise of linguistic dating 

is that the Bible was written over the span of 

many centuries, and ancient Hebrew, as 

languages are wont to do, developed 

substantially over the course of that time period. 

As such, it should be possible to date a book of 

the Bible based on the type of Hebrew used in 

that book. It is generally assumed that there are 

two broad phases of biblical Hebrew: classical 

(pre-exilic) Hebrew and late (post-exilic) 

Hebrew. Though there are some biblical books 

that definitely belong to one category or the 

other, there are many chapters and books of the 

Bible whose linguistic classification is still in 

question. As it happens, this problem—of 

classifying texts as belonging to one historical 

period of Hebrew or another—is a question that 

can potentially be resolved by an algorithmic 

process known as supervised machine learning.

Supervised machine learning algorithms for text 

categorization work as follows: For each 

possible classification, we find a set of 

“training” texts which we already know to 

belong to that category. In our case, we would 

gather two sets of texts: one that belongs to 

“classical biblical Hebrew” and one that belongs 

to “late biblical Hebrew.” Each text in both sets 

is then represented by a list of numbers which 

represent a certain quantifiable aspect of the 

text. For example, if we want to classify 

documents by word frequency, we turn each 

document into a list of numbers corresponding 

to the number of times each word appears in 

that text. This set of “feature vectors” is then 

turned into a mathematical model that can be 

used to classify other texts.

My research, under the supervision of Professor 

Moshe Koppel from Bar Ilan University, will 

involve utilizing supervised machine learning 

algorithms to classify biblical texts into the 
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categories of "early Hebrew" and "late Hebrew". 

We will need to set up software specifically 

geared toward analyzing grammatical 

morphology of biblical Hebrew and design a 

user interface to efficiently set up classification 

experiments and tweak them for efficient 

classification. Hopefully, the results from the 

experiments – and the software itself once it is 

completed – will be of use to Bible scholars in 

dating biblical texts. 

The finished software product should also be 

able to be used for a wide variety of text 

classification problems, which should be of 

great use to humanities scholars who are 

interested in questions pertaining to authorship, 

style, or in ascertaining the period in which a 

text was written.


