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Winter on Wilf Campus 
It might be getting colder, but 
that’s only given rise to more 
indoor activities. The past few 
weeks have been full of concerts, 
lectures, films, and discussions. 
With all this running around, who’s 
got time to notice the snowflakes 
and the chill? 
 
First was the Jay and Jeanie Honors 
Schottenstein trip to the Rose 
Theater at Jazz at Lincoln Center in 
the Time-Warner building to hear 
a performance of jazz hits from the 
heyday of Blue Note Records. The 
performance included classic 
compositions by Miles Davis, 
Thelonious Monk, and Dizzy 
Gillespie, just to name a few of the 
artists featured.  

 
 
In anticipation of that event, 
Michael Mwenso, a member of the 
executive staff of Dizzy’s Club Coca 
Cola at JALC and a fine jazz 
musician in his own right, joined 
us for lunch to discuss the history 
of the Blue Note label, during its 
prime. Mr. Mwenso not only 
provided crucial context which 
allowed for a greater appreciation 
of the labels role in the 
development of 20th century jazz, 
but also played countless clips 
from songs and discussed what, 
exactly, made the label’s music so 
unique. 

 
Michael Mwenso, pondering jazz 

 

A week later, the honors 
students went to Avery Fisher 
Hall at Lincoln Center to hear 
the New York Philharmonic. 
Conducted by Andrey Boreyko, 
and featuring violin soloist 
Frank Peter Zimmerman, the 
orchestra performed 
Mendelssohn’s overture to Die 
Heimker aus der Fremde, 
Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9, From 
The New World, and 
Shostakovich’s Violin Concerto 
No. 1. This much celebrated 
program drew a packed house. 
Though it seemed that among 
the JJS Honors students, Dvorak 
was the main draw. 
 

 
Avery Fisher Hall, lit up for an evening 

performance 
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Dear Honors Students, 

 

We are delighted to announce our 2013 Summer Program in Berlin, Germany. 

The Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein Program has a long tradition of running 

summer travel courses. In recent years we have gone to Paris, London, and 

most recently, Prague. These trips are terrific opportunities to take interesting 

courses, travel, and learn about a foreign culture in an immersive and exciting 

way.  

 

The courses are five weeks long.  After several weeks of study in New York 

City on WILF Campus, we will be off to Germany! This summer, we are 

developing a program that will take place mainly in Berlin, and possibly some 

areas of Thuringia or Northern Bavaria. It will include a course taught by Dr. 

Elizabeth Stewart  on the city of Berlin as seen through film, and a course 

taught by Dr. Jess Olson on German Jewish history. Please see page 3 for more 

elaborate course descriptions. 

 

  
The Brandenburg Gate in Berlin 

 
The Alexanderplatz Square in Berlin 

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE… 

SUMMER HONORS COURSE IN BERLIN! 
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COURSES PROPOSED BY 

BY PROFESSOR STEWART AND PROFESSOR OLSON: 
 

BERLIN IN FILM 
The course by Dr. Stewart, which might be titled "This is the city of history": Berlin in Film, will hopefully satisfy 

a literature requirement in the current curriculum and one of the requirements in the new category as well. 

 

“Historically one of the centers of the Enlightenment, over the course of its life, Berlin has been the center of 

the German Empire (1871-1918), the cultural center of the Weimar Republic in between the two World Wars 

(1919-1933; unprecedented and far-reaching cultural transformations), the capital of the Third Reich (1933-

1945), the center of the Cold War (featuring the infamous Berlin Wall [1961-1989]) and a city divided 

between the capitalist West and the Communist East, the capital of a reunified Germany (1989 to the present), 

the center of Jewish rebirth in Germany, and a multi-ethnic, multicultural metropolitan area with residents 

from over 180 nations. 

 

This course will study this city of history through the prism of film. Categories include Weimar Cinema (film 

explodes onto the screen during the crucial years of the Weimar Republic), Third Reich Berlin, Berlin Year 

Zero (1945), Divided/Cold War Berlin, Reunified Germany Berlin ("die Wende"), Jewish Berlin, Multicultural 

Berlin. Many screenings and much discussion in the New York part of the course. In Berlin we will combine 

forces with Professor Olson and his class in a wide-ranging study of the Weimar Republic. Our class will focus 

on Weimar cultural production, in particular German Expressionism and Dada, as we examine both the politics 

of aesthetics and the aesthetics of politics.”  

           - Dr. Elizabeth Stewart  
 
Possible Texts: Joseph Roth, What I Saw, Peter Gay, Weimar Culture, Brian Ladd, The Ghosts of Berlin: Confronting German History 

in the Urban Landscape, Siegfried Kracauer, From Caligari to Hitler: A Psychological History of the German Film. Films: Metropolis; 

The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari; M; Germany Year Zero; The Marriage of Maria Braun; The Murderers Are Among Us; One, Two, Three, 

Billy Wilder; Torn Curtain; Rosenstrasse; Wings of Desire; The Lives of Others; Goodbye, Lenin!; The Baader-Meinhof Complex; 

Shahada; Hitler's Grave. 

 

BERLIN IN HISTORY 
The course being taught by Dr. Olson, which might be titled Jewish Life and Culture in Berlin: From Friedrich 

Wilhelm to the Weimar Republic, will satisfy one of the Jewish history requirements in both the old and new 

curriculum.   

 

“The city of Berlin is one of the most important theaters of Jewish life in the modern period. Beginning with its 

origins in the late 17th century as a small community of only 50 families,  the intellectual, economic, political 

and cultural life of Berlin's Jews, more than just about any other city in Europe, have set the tone for Jewish 

life and culture far beyond its borders. From the vicissitudes of absolutism and the Enlightenment, the debates 

over Jewish emancipation of the 19th century, the magnificent synagogues and other symbols of cultural 

arrival and acceptance of the turn of the twentieth century, and finally the explosion of avant-garde culture in 

Berlin of the Weimar Republic, Berlin has been a microcosm of the modern Jewish experience in its many 

forms.   

 

Using Berlin as a prism, this course will explore the dynamic evolution of modern Jewish history both in this 

remarkable city and Europe as a whole, both in New York and on site in Berlin itself. We will begin with an 

exploration of the transition to modernity in the Berlin Haskalah, and conclude with an exploration of the rich 

Jewish cultural and intellectual life in the Weimar Republic, exploring much in between. While in New York, 

we will explore the three century evolution of Berlin Jewish life both in the classroom and through field trips 

and site visitations in Manhattan, such as the Central Synagogue (a extension of German monumental 

synagogue architecture) and the Neue Gallerie, a repository of early twentieth century Central European art. 

Once in Berlin, we will have the opportunity of experiencing in person the many layers of Jewish history from 

the late 17th century to the Weimar period and beyond.”  

 - Dr. Jess Oloson 
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Featured Upcoming Event: 

Honors Roundtable: Spotlight on Professor Ruth Bevan 
Wednesday, December 12 at Noon in the JJS Honors Lounge 

The dialectics of identity, place and time, embodied in this Ben-Gurion 
Street sign in Berlin, Germany, has driven my research interests in 
political life… 

 
 
Gender is a social construct. My studying political science at the point in time I began was a 
struggle against exclusion of women in the field. This personal struggle entailed self-definition 
as well as intellectual exploration. Having lived in several cultures, I rebel against cultural 
imposition and yet labor to balance the need for community with the autonomy of the 
individual.  Born in America, in the “forgotten generation” of World War II whose fathers were 
off at war, the dialectic of time contextualized our lives in a special way. Knowing the ravages of 
war, we also grew up in the promise of the United Nations, John F. Kennedy’s Peace Corps and 
the possibility of tomorrow.  I take sustenance from Jean-Paul Sartre’s proposition that we 
construct our individual essence through the nature of the choices we make in life. I temper 
Sartre with a Burkean/Marxian commitment to the importance of community. Unapologetically, 
I see the world through Western eyes. I believe in human social as well as biological evolution, 
which, for me, entails the continuing development of human sociability as well as individuality. 
Political institutions, in conjunction with science/technology, remain key to this evolution. The 
search for these institutions is at the heart of the problematic that fascinates me most. 
     - Dr. Ruth Bevan 
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Jay and Jeanie  Schottenstein Honors  

Program’s  Recent  Events  
 

HARLEM WALKING TOUR 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 FROM 1-5 

 
At the center of African-American history and culture, 
Harlem is one of New York’s most significant 
neighborhood. This tour explores the history of Harlem, 
from its 17th century Dutch origins to its ultimate role as 
the capital of African-American culture. 

 

SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA OF VENEZUELA 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 AT 2 PM AT CARNEGIE HALL 

 

TOUR THE HISPANIC SOCIETY’S LIBRARY COLLECTION 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 AT 11 PM 

 
Professor Ronnie Perelis led a guided tour of the Hispanic Society’s library 
collection and gallery, which included paintings by Goya, Velazquez, and El Greco. 

STAY TUNED FOR INFORMATION ON AN 
UPCOMING TRIP TO THE MUSEUM OF MODERN 
ART, AND A VISIT FROM DR. DONALD PFAFF, A 

LABOROTORY HEAD AT THE ROCKEFELLER 
UNIVERSITY. 

 
AND AS ALWAYS, EMAIL US AT 

YCHONORS@YU.EDU WITH ANY AND ALL 
QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS. 
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