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We are finishing a great fall
semester in the Honors Program, during
which we had a record enrollment of
over 300 (318, to be exact) Honors and
non-Honors students in our courses for
the second time in a row, making it the
largest enrollment on record. Many of
those courses brought interesting visitors
to our campus, such as the Israeli
historian Anita Shapira in the course,
Israeli Political Thought, and many of
the courses took advantage of the
cultural life of the city with visits to the
opera and museums.

requirements from which to choose.
Some of our most successful courses
filled to capacity very quickly, for
example, Prof. Ronnie Perelis’
Medieval Jewish History, and Prof.
Norman Adler’s Psychology and
Religion. We apologize to the many
Honors and non-Honors students
who we could not accommodate in
such courses.
Several of the spring
semester courses have great promise,
and we hope to take full advantage
of the multidisciplinary coincidence
of the following Honors courses:
Religion and Politics (Prof. Aroosi),
Sociology of Religion (Prof. Van
Ryn), Epistemology of Religion
(Prof. Segal) and the aforementioned
course in Psychology of Religion.
We are planning some relevant
events to take advantage of this
coincidence by, for example,
including the visit of Dr. Alvin
Plantinga, one of the leading
philosophers of religion of our time,
in our spring activities.

We have more than 20 students
actively working on their Honors theses,
and some of them shared the early stages
of their work with us in one of our
Wednesday luncheons. Speaking of the
luncheons, we had some memorable
ones, such as Prof. Bela Tendler’s
lecture on the ‘Alawites, Prof. Asherie’s
reminiscences
on
“Science
and
Serendipity”, and Dr. Mark Solms, the
famous neuroscientist’s stimulating
presentation on “Values and the Brain”.
And many great luncheons are being
And the cultural activities of
planned for the spring.
the semester will really start with a
bang with the visit of Margarethe
Our cultural offerings for the von Trotta, the famous German
fall included some outstanding events, filmmaker, and a showing and
for example Michael Tilson Thomas discussion of her latest film,
conducting the San Francisco Symphony “Hannah Arendt” (more inside). We
and Sir Ian McKellen and Sir Patrick will also show several of her other
Stewart performing “Waiting for Godot” much-respected works.
on Broadway. Some of these events are
remembered in the following pages.
In summary, we hope you
had as great and enriching a time as
We have just finished a we did last semester, and are sure
successful advising and registration that the next one will be even more
period for our students for the spring thrilling!
2014 semester. The students had an
outstanding variety of courses in all Sincerely,
majors and general and Jewish education Dr. Cwilich
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Looking Forward to

The Honors Summer Course in Saint Petersburg
The Honors Program is planning two concurrent honors courses this
summer which will satisfy two of the requirements in the new CORE, Natural
World (NAWO) and Interpreting the Creative (INTC). These courses will
focus on the city of Saint Petersburg (formerly Leningrad), Russia, and will
culminate with a two-week-long trip there. We are working on finalizing the
details as we speak, but you will hear much more when you come back from
winter break. Briefly, Professors Zypman and Cwilich are planning a course
that will focus on the important role of science in Saint Petersburg, and the
interplay between the city and the great scientists who lived and worked there
throughout its history, from Euler to Mendeleev to Pavlov.
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The Hermitage Museum

Professor Val Vinokur, who obtained his Ph.D. in comparative literature from
Princeton, and currently teaches literary studies and serves as Director of
Jewish Studies at the New School, will teach the INTC class. His course will
help students to understand the story and spirit of the city through the works
of its great writers and poets.
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St.Petersburg‘s famed Mariinsky Theatre

These include Gogol, Pushkin, Dostoevsky, and Osip Mandelstam, who shaped
and were shaped by that wonderful city built by Peter the Great on the Baltic
as his “window on the West”.
The program will also certainly visit the great cultural gems of the
city, explore its Jewish heritage and present-day Jewish community, and in
general take advantage of all the possibilities offered by a city where there is
"eternal day" (daylight in Saint Petersburg lasts 23 hours in late June due to its
proximity to the Arctic Circle, so Saint Petersburg residents do not waste time
sleeping and neither shall we). We look forward to sharing all the details of
the summer course with you as we finalize them. Stay Tuned!

To unsubscribe, please
send an email to
ychonors@yu.edu with a
polite request to do so.
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Featured Upcoming Event:

Showing of “Hannah Arendt” with Filmmaker Margarethe von
Trotta
On January 29th,

opportunity to meet one of

(1986), about the life of the

renowned filmmaker

today’s preeminent female

legendary revolutionary leader.

Margarethe von Trotta, one of

directors. She will be joined by

the leading filmmakers in

Pamela Katz, a film professor

Germany, and considered by

at the Tisch School for the Arts

many people to be the most

at NYU, and co-writer of the

important living female

screenplay for “Hannah

filmmaker in the world, will

Arendt”.

come to YU for a viewing and
a discussion of her newest
movie, “Hannah Arendt”
(2012). We expect it to be a
truly remarkable event.

To prepare for her visit, the
Honors Program will show one
from the “trilogy” in the
Honors Lounge, Thursday,
January 23rd, before her visit,
and if there is interest

In 2012, von Trotta
received the Leo Baeck Medal,

following this event, we may
The two others films by

show the second film the

given for special efforts in

von Trotta which make up her

following Thursday, January

facilitating dialogue between

“trilogy” of Jewish-related

29th. Stay tuned for details as

Germany and the Jewish

movies are “Rosenstrasse”

arrangements are finalized.

people, by the Center for

(2003), about the struggle of

Jewish History for her

non-Jewish German women to

“trilogy” of movies on Jews

cancel the deportation of their

and Germans. We are sure the

Jewish husbands during World

event will be an enlightening

War II, and “Rosa Luxemburg”
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Last but certainly not least, we joined
Professor Jacob Appel’s Honors course
“Writing on Medicine & Illness”, to hear a
public reading and talk given by Sarah
Ruhl. Ms. Ruhl is an award-winning
playwright, a MacArthur Fellow, and her
2004 play “The Clean House” was a finalist
for the Pulitzer Prize.

Noteworthy Visitors
from the Fall
This past semester, we have had
quite a few significant speakers come
through as guests of the Honors Program.
In October, Noemi Schory came to the
Beren campus co-sponsored by the honors
programs at YC and Stern. Ms. Schory is
the producer of the documentary, “A Film
Unfinished”, which tells the story of a movie
reel documenting life in the Warsaw Ghetto,
which originally was intended as part of a
propaganda effort by the Nazis. After
showing the film to YC and Stern students,
Ms. Schory talked about the research that
went into the film and how she worked with
survivors of the Ghetto. She then answered
questions from the audience.
Next there was Dr. Anita Shapira,
Prof. Emeritus of Jewish History at Tel Aviv
University, who spoke at a program hosted
in conjunction with the Schneier Program
for International Affairs. Dr. Shapira
specializes in Zionism, and both the history
of the Yishuv in Mandatory Palestine, and
the modern State of Israel. Her latest
book, Israel, won the 2012 National Jewish
Book
Award.
Nearly
50
students,
professors, and deans came out to hear Dr.
Shapira speak about the life and leadership
of David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first Prime
Minister, and enjoy a delicious dinner. Dr.
Shapira also addressed several questions
from the audience, ranging from whether or
not Ben-Gurion would be as successful
today, to how he dealt with the
Charedi community and why.

She has written twelve plays which often
speak to the themes of diagnosis, life and
death, and the effect of illness on the family
and self. An almost overflow crowd listened
as Ms. Ruhl performed readings from some
of her short stories and answered questions
from Prof. Appel and the audience, for
example how her art imitates life, and how
the physicians in her life (her husband and
her family) affect her worldview and
perspective on medicine. This lecture was a
continuation of our theme of the semester,
i.e. how science and the humanities interact
with each other.
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Looking BackInat
a Great Semester!
a special evening

International
(History) Briefings

During the first week
of November, the Honors
Program had to pleasure to
host two professors in the
History Department as part of
our ongoing luncheon series.
The first, Bella Tendler,
helped to explain the origins
and religious practices of the
‘Alawites by discussing her
research. Prof. Tendler held
the audience rapt with her
story of finding an ‘Alawite
manual for Shaykhs, which is a
ritual guide thought to have
been lost for nearly a century
and a half. The influential text
contributed to the earliest
academic book about the
‘Alawites, by an English
clergyman, Samuel Lyde, who
moved to Syria for health
reasons. His book, which
contains
translations
of
excerpts from the manual, has
served as the first step for all
research on the ‘Alawites, that
is,
until
Prof.
Tendler
discovered that there were in
fact two extant copies, with
Lyde’s original preserved in
one of the libraries of
Cambridge University. By
finding the manual, and
determining how it got there,
Prof. Tendler was able to
reveal a treasure trove of new
information
about
the
‘Alawites, and in her talk, she
helped to shed some light on
the role of
Muslim
sectarianism in the conflict in
contemporary Syria.

edition
of
the
Honors
luncheon series, our second
speaker from the History
Department was the esteemed
visiting professor from the
University of Potsdam, Mario
Kessler, a frequent guest of
the Honors program. He spoke
to us about the way the
German Democratic Republic
(East Germany) dealt with
Kristallnacht and how its
commemoration evolved over
time. He particularly focused
on how the media, politicians,
and academics portrayed the
Holocaust, and how it was
frequently manipulated to
serve the GDR’s Sovietinspired Communist ideology.
As a former resident of East
Germany and a scholar of
modern
German
history,
Professor Kessler shared his
insights with us regarding the
propaganda efforts of the
GDR, and how the newspapers
of the time are a window into
what its leadership was
thinking. In case you missed
the lecture, be sure to check
out the recording of the talk
on
our
blog,
at
blogs.yu.edu/Honors.
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Nobel Prize Party

The
Nobel
Prize
winners for 2013 were
announced in October, and
what better way to celebrate a
year of academic achievement
than with a Nanosecond
Party! Organized by Professor
Neer Asherie in conjunction
with the Honors Program,
students from Yeshiva College
and Stern College came to
Belfer Hall to listen to
professors
from
various
disciplines explain and discuss
the achievements or research
which led to each prize. Six
professors from YC and Stern
each spoke for six minutes
about one of the prizes.

They speakers were:
Ruth Bevan for the Peace
prize, Evan Mintzer for the
prize in Chemistry, William
Hawkins for the prize in
Economics, Lea Santos for the
prize in Physics, Paula Geyh
for the prize in Literature, and
Josefa Steinhauer for the prize
in Medicine. We would like to
thank the professors for their
willingness to share their
expertise in the various fields
so efficiently and in an
informative and entertaining
manner!
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CULTURAL EVENTS FROM FALL 2013
We at the Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein Honors Program wish to congratulate our students
on another successful semester! This semester, we had a very successful program of cultural
activities, which included trips to the theater, opera, and concerts. During the past few weeks, we
had the privilege to attend a “Big Band Holidays” at Jazz at Lincoln Center and a performance of
Tosca at the Metropolitan Opera. We also went to Carnegie Hall to hear the San Francisco
Symphony. But, the definitive student favorite was the Broadway performance of “Waiting for
Godot”, performed in repertoire by the distinguished British actors, Sir Ian McKellen and Sir
Patrick Stewart. We are already busy planning more great events for the spring semester.

Millie Gonzalez (right) and students outside “Waiting for Godot”

Dr. Sam Gellens and Sruly Heller (left to right) after “Big Band Holidays”
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