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A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR: 

Fall Semester Recap 
 

Students News Highlights 
 

 Congratulations to Mark Weingarten (a History major in his fourth 

year on campus), whose first paper with Dr. Yakov Peter, his 

Honors thesis mentor, was published by Stem Cells Translational 

Medicine! 

 Yosef Kornbluth’s (Physics and Mathematics major on his fourth 

year on campus) contribution, together with his mentor Professor 

Sergey Buldyrev and Professor Gabriel Cwilich, to CompleNet 

2015, a conference in complex networks taking place in New York 

next April, entitled “Cascading failures due to Network overload” 

was accepted as an oral presentation. A related work was already 

presented by the same authors at the European Conference in 

Complex Systems, in Lucca, Italy,  this past September. 

 If you have done anything newsworthy, please let us know since 

we are eager to “spread the word.” 

The J&J Schottenstein Honors Program is culminating a fantastic 
semester in all fronts.  Enrollment in Honors courses soared for the first 
time to more than 300 students (without including the honors theses 
courses), and they report interesting special activities. More than 25 
students are actively working at different stages of their Honors theses;  
our successful series of Honors luncheons is consistently attracting 
audiences of over 40 students most weeks, with interesting speakers 
and topics; our extracurricular outings to museums, the theater or the 
opera have been thrilling many of our students, and special lecturers of 
general campus-wide interest like Dr. Jonathan Haidt in September and 
Dr. Barron Lerner in the coming week bring massive audiences, while 
affording honors students the chance to get close to interesting 
personalities. 

And next semester promises to be even more thrilling.  We 
started our advising season, and Honors students will find a hard time 
choosing among the almost forty different honors courses, ranging from 
the general education courses in the common Core and in Jewish 
Studies, to elective and required courses in the different majors (see 
page 6 for a few highlights). 

We, the staff of the Honors Program, are always trying to think 
of ways of being more relevant to enhance and make meaningful the 
college experience of our honors students, and are eager to hear your 
suggestions to do that even better!        ~Prof. Cwilich 
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Social Psychologist Jonathan Haidt (NYU) 

Speaks on The Moral Psychology of Political 

Polarization and Paralysis 

 

 

In a joint event between 

the Honors Program and the 

Department of Psychology that 

was quite a success, more than 

140 students came to hear 

Professor Jonathan Haidt, a widely 

known social psychologist and 

professor of Ethical Leadership at 

the NYU’s Stern School of 

Business, present a lecture on 

“The Moral Psychology of Political 

Polarization and Paralysis.” In his 

lecture, Haidt explored how 

morality varies across cultures, 

religions, and political groups and 

spoke about the negative effect 

hyper-partisanship is having on the 

United States and how that has 

evolved over the past century.   

He made the prediction 

that the trend to a divided and 

polarized political government 

 

  
 

(with a democratic president and a 

republican congress) will become 

more the norm than the exception 

in the foreseeable future, and he 

speculated on the reasons why 

this is so.     

After the lecture, Honors 

students had the opportunity to 

meet Haidt at a small reception in 

the Honors Lounge and speak to 

him in a more intimate setting 

about his lecture and his books. 

 

MEET YOUR HONORS STUDENT COUNCIL 
With the semester well under way, it’s time that you, the students, get 
to know your council. This year’s Chairman is Dani Schwab, (4th year, 
Biology major and currently working on his honors thesis).  The 
remaining members of the council are: Chaim Metzger (3rd year, 
Mathematics and Physics), Shlomo Friedman (2nd year, Biology), Tzvi 
Levitin (also 2nd year, Biology), and Avraham Wein (who represents 
the 1st year students). Congratulations to the elected students, and we 
hope they will plan great activities for the program for the future. 
 
They are currently working on various activities to be scheduled later 
this semester and early next semester, including Panoply. They are also 
working hard on scheduling the second annual Honors Program 
Shabbat at Beren. Last year was a huge success and they look forward 
to this year's which will be taking place on Shabbat, February 14th. 
Stay tuned for more information on the Shabbaton! 
 
Finally, if you have any questions, comments, or concerns for the 
Honors Student Council, including ideas for events you would like to 
happen, you can always reach them at YCHonorsCouncil@gmail.com. 
Let’s make it another great year! 
 
 

mailto:cwilich@yu.edu
mailto:sgellens@yu.edu
mailto:bkatz3@yu.edu
mailto:hannahrozenblat@gmail.com
mailto:ychonors@yu.edu
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Highlights of Past Events: 

 Here are some of the events the Honors Program hosted this semester!  

October 22 – Dr. Selma 
Botman: The Collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire and its 
Influence on the Contem-
porary Middle East  
The Honors Program welcomed Dr. 

Selma Botman, the new Provost of 

Yeshiva University, to our Honors 

Lounge. Dr. Botman launched our 

series of conversations on World 

War I with a presentation on the 

collapse of the Ottoman Empire and 

the war’s influence in shaping the 

recent history of the Middle East, in 

front of a packed Honors Lounge 

with more than 50 students and 

faculty. Both Honors students and 

faculty took advantage of this 

opportunity to hear our new Provost 

speak on a scholarly subject on the 

Wilf campus for the first time.  

The talk was followed by a spirited 

question and answer session, which 

allowed students to learn even more 

from Dr. Botman, which extended 

until well after the end of the 

luncheon period. Students asked 

about current events in the Middle 

East, particularly the Arab spring, 

and its connection to the 

dismemberment of the Ottoman 

Empire by the great powers that 

defeated it during the Great War. 

For those who were unable to join us, 

there is a recording of the entire 

lecture on the Honors blog. 

 

November 5 – Prof. Jamie 
Aroosi: The Electoral Results 
and What They Mean 
Following the national elections on 

November 4th, Professor Jamie 

Aroosi from the Department of 

Political Science led a fascinating 

discussion at our weekly luncheon, to 

make sense of the election results of 

the day before and what they meant 

for the country, its political 

landscape, and for us.  

During this timely and highly 

relevant discussion, Professor 

Aroosi acknowledged that people 

often try to predict political events 

and results, but his goal was rather 

to interpret the circumstances that 

led to those results, and he framed 

those comments by using a quote 

from Karl Marx’s The 18th 

Brumaire of Louis Napoleon: 

“Men make their own history, but 

they do not make it as they please; 

they do not make it under self-

selected circumstances, but under 

circumstances existing already, 

given and transmitted from the 

past.” 

Additionally, Professor Aroosi 

acknowledged that elections can 

provide insight into the current 

mindset of American voters, and 

politicians then try to manipulate 

that mindset to cater to what 

people want so that they can reach 

their goal of winning more votes. 

Professor Aroosi presented his 

thoughtful analysis of the political 

climate by going beyond simply 

the raw data in explaining the 

effects these elections might have 

on our country. 

If you missed the talk and are 

interested in reading more, a 

condensed version is available on 

our Honors blog. 

 

November 12 – Dr. Sam 
Gellens: Painting Total 
War:  The Art of WWI 
Our very own Assistant Director, 

Dr. Sam Gellens, led a talk 

focusing on some of the Great 

War's most iconic images.  He 

discussed how these pieces of art 

were used for a variety of 

purposes: in the service of 

propaganda, as an expression of 

grief, and as a bitter commentary 

on civilization in the wake of the 

war. 

Dr. Gellens delved into the images 

of the time, for example, how the 

U.S. government commissioned 

various artists to create wartime 

propaganda posters. Perhaps the 

best known of these remains 

James Montgomery Flagg’s 

famous “I Want YOU for the U.S. 

Army” recruitment poster, 

featuring Uncle Sam (Flagg used 

his own face as the model). 

Aside from propaganda, art was 

used to express grief over the 

losses sustained during the war. 

The most prominent example of 

this was Kathe Kollwitz’s 

sculptures, “Grieving Parents.” 

After losing her youngest son 

early in the war, Kollwitz searched 

for an appropriate way to express 

her grief, resulting in these 

sculptures of a grieving mother 

and father, which were installed in 

a German military cemetery in 

Belgium. 

In contrast to this highly personal 

use of art, artists such as Otto Dix 

and George Grosz depicted the 

general horrors of war and its 

effects on humanity. Dr. Gellens 

pointed out that their angry, bitter 

representations of war have a 

phantasmagorical, otherworldly 

quality, implying that civilization 

has died as the result of the 

ferocity of the new and highly 

destructive weapons employed 

such as poison gas.  

The presentation provided a 

unique and highly interesting 

perspective on World War I and its 

horrors from the angle of both art 

and literature. 
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DANIEL ROSEN 

Daniel Rosen, who graduated in 2014 with a 

major in Biology and a thesis titled “The Novel 

and Dynamic Interplay of Mycoplasma and Lung 

Cancer Tumorigenesis,” is now a third year 

medical student at Harvard Medical School. 

 
 

Daniel Rosen says the following about his 

experience in the Honors Program: 

“Undoubtedly, without the Honors Program I 

would not be where I am today. I was heavily 

involved in the Honors Program, taking 

advantage of its many opportunities including 

writing a thesis, attending honors seminars, plays, 

trips and excursions, benefiting tremendously 

from its weekly pizza lunches (I think all honors 

students will agree that happens to be one of the 

most convenient perks), and the guidance of 

Gabriel Cwilich, the honors director.”  

To contact Daniel Rosen with any questions, you 

can email him at daniel_rosen@hms.harvard.edu.

 

JONATHAN ZISOOK 

Jonathan Zisook graduated as a Biology major in 

2013 with a thesis on “Women’s Ordination and 

Institutional Decision Making: A Qualitative 

Content Analysis of the Ordination of Women as 

Rabbis at the Jewish Theological Seminary of 

America.” Now, he is a doctoral student in 

Sociology at the Graduate Center of the City 

University of New York as well as an adjunct 

instructor in Sociology at Yeshiva College. 

 
Jonathan Zisook says the following about his 

experience in the Honors Program and the 

opportunities it provided for him:  

“The Honors Program provided me with an 

opportunity to pursue interdisciplinary research 

in the areas of Jewish Studies, Sociology, and 

Gender Studies. The Honors Program encouraged 

me to pursue graduate work in American Jewish 

History while writing my thesis, which grounded 

me in a comparative-historical perspective. The 

formative experience of writing my thesis and 

presenting it to my peers at YU and at academic 

conferences gave me the confidence to enter the 

academic world.  I have no doubt that my thesis 

was among the strongest, if not the strongest, 

component of my graduate school application. I 

could not have had a better mentor in Prof. Ria 

Van Ryn to guide me through the thesis process 

and the graduate school application process. As 

well, Drs. Cwilich, Gellens, and Steinberg 

constantly encouraged me in my academic and 

professional pursuits and were extremely 

generous in giving of their time. The guidance I 

received from the Honors Program faculty and 

the meaningful relationships I developed were 

invaluable for achieving my goals.” 

 

Jonathan Zisook can be contacted at 

jj.zisook@gmail.com. 

YC HONORS ALUMNI:  

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
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CULTURAL EVENTS FROM FALL 2014 

New York Philharmonic 

 
Honors students spent a lovely evening unwinding from midterms at Lincoln Center’s New 

York Philharmonic on Thursday, October 30th. Our first cultural event of the semester was a 
success, as students enjoyed a program of Copland, Rouse, and Ravel, directed by Leonard Slatkin.  

Aaron Copland’s El Salón México was the first work performed, inspired by the composer’s first 
trip to Mexico and the spirit of the country. It was followed by Christopher Rouse’s Flute Concerto, a 
more recent piece, composed in 1993 by Rouse, who is the Marie-Josée Kravis Composer-in-Residence.  
The featured soloist was Robert Langevin, the orchestra’s principal flutist.  

Following intermission, the concert resumed with the composer, Leonard Slatkin, addressing 
the audience and speaking briefly about the pieces that the orchestra was about to play: the French 
composer Maurice Ravel’s Gaspard de la Nuit and the wildly famous Boléro. Slatkin explained the 
issues involved in orchestrating Gaspard de la Nuit and how the version heard at the concert was 
orchestrated by Marius Constant. 

Boléro, however, was by far the most well-received work at the concert. The piece, which had 
originally been created for the Russian dancer Ida Rubinstein, is one of the most famous crescendo 
works and has only one movement, consisting of a single theme that is repeated numerous times 
without any major difference other than the orchestra being increased gradually until it reaches a 
rousing crescendo that brings the audience to its feet in wild applause. For most, this piece was 
probably the highlight of the night, judging by the deafening applause and cheers as it came to a close. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art 

On Sunday, November 16, during the afternoon, a group of honors students visited the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and toured several exhibits. 

First the whole group toured the  impressive “Assyria to Iberia at the Dawn of the Classical Age” 
exhibit, led by Professor Shalom Holtz, chair of the Jewish Studies Department and expert 
Assyriologist, who gave us a vivid understanding of the focus and central thesis of the exhibit, the role 
played by the Phoenicians in bringing the cultural and artistic advances of Assyria to the rest of the 
middle East and to the West in general, while pointing out fascinating contrasts between the Assyrian 
and Biblical versions of some historical episodes. 

After that exhibit, together with a group of students in the Honors Intermediate Spanish class, 
we visited the El Greco in New York exhibit, which collected all the works in our city of that great 
painter and forerunner of modern art, on occasion of the 400th anniversary of his death. We then 
finished our museum visit with a tour of the recently opened beautiful major Cubism exhibition of the 
Leonard Lauder collection. 
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       Upcoming Events for Fall 2014 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please contact YCHonors@YU.edu  

to RSVP for any of these events 

Dr. Barron H. Lerner 
Two Doctors, Two Generations:  
the Evolution of Medical Ethics 

 
December 11th at 8 PM, B218 

 
Hear a talk by the prominent doctor and  

medical ethicist at NYU/Langone and  
author of The Good Doctor. 

 
 

The Militarization of Science and Scholarship in 
Germany Before WWI 

 
Part of the Wednesday Luncheon Series 
December 17th at 12 PM, Honors Lounge 

 
A talk by Honors Program visiting scholar  

and historian Dr. Mario Kessler 

 

THE HONORS PROGRAM AND THE SPRING 2015 SEMESTER 
  

With the Fall 2014 semester rapidly coming to a close, Honors students are starting to make their academic plans for the coming 

semester and avidly scrutinizing the list of offerings.  That is not an easy task!  The Honors Program will be offering almost forty 

different courses running the whole gamut, from Art to Zpanish (sorry, we could not resist, but mark our word, the minute we have 

a Zoology Department, it will offer an honors course). 
  

Seriously, students can choose among fifteen different courses to move ahead in their general education, both in the Core 

curriculum (with offers in Contemporary World Cultures, Interpreting the Creative, Cultures over Time, First Year Seminar, and 

Human Behavior and Social Institutions) and in their Jewish Studies (with courses in Bible, Jewish History and Jewish Philosophy). 
  

We will also offer introductory courses in some disciplines (Chemistry 1046, Physics 1052 and Computer Science 1300), which help 

students start work in their majors or progress in their pre-professional tracks in Medicine and Engineering. We also offer rigorous 

and fascinating advanced electives in many disciplines, from Imagined Communities (English), to Auctions and Market Design 

(Economics), two advanced seminars in Mortality and Meaning and in Axiomatic Theory (Philosophy), Complex Variables and 

Elliptic PDE (Mathematics), Human Communication (Psychology), and Cybsersecurity (Computer Science); we also have advanced 

Laboratories in Cancer Biology and in Immunology (Biology), and Advanced Laboratory Techniques both in Chemistry and Physics. 
  

We will also offer wonderful courses in certain Departments that while allowing students to move forward in their majors or minors 

are of general appeal and accessible to students from other disciplines who want an interesting elective to “round” their education, 

like History of the Book (History), National Institutions (Political Science), Psychology of Religion (Psychology), Criminology 
(Sociology) and The Language of Architecture (Art). 
  

In other words, there is something for everybody in the Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein Honors Program in the Spring of 2015! 

mailto:YCHonors@YU.edu


-7- 

YCHONORS NEWSLETTER, ISSUE 5.4 DECEMBER 2014 

 

We Heard Through the Honors Courses…. 
 

 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Literatures    
ENG 2805H, Professor Gillian Steinberg 

 
The Science Fiction and Fantasy Literatures 

course has been having a great time exploring new 
books and big ideas. Most recently, we've read Neil 
Gaiman's Neverwhere and considered how fantasy 
that takes place in a parallel world (like Gaiman's 
"London Below") differs from fantasy that exists in 
an other world (like Tolkien's Middle-Earth).  Our 
emphasis on the meaning and value of "escapism" 

as an integral aspect of all art has prompted 
insightful conversations, and we were happy to 

welcome some prospective honors students to join 
our discussions on Honors Day recently.  Our class 
viewing of Blade Runner, paired with a discussion 
of William Gibson's Neuromancer and cyberpunk, 

introduced students to new ways of thinking of 
modernity, technologies, and the human. 

  
We'll be wrapping up the course with Alan 

Moore's Watchmen, and students will share their 
final projects: creative exercises in syllabus 
creation that expand the science fiction and 
fantasy canon.  After a semester of devoting 

themselves to texts that are usually read "just for 
fun," theorizing the panopticon, and examining 

the depth and significance of authors' visions from 
H.G. Wells and Lewis Carroll to Margaret Atwood 

and Octavia Butler, students will be ready for a 
well-deserved break, during which they can catch 

up on their Game of Thrones reading. 

Honors General Physics   PHY 1051H, 
Professor Gabriel Cwilich 

 
If in the lobby of Belfer Hall you overhear the 

security guards interrogating Professor Cwilich 
and the  students in honors General Physics about 
the latest experiments in Physics (it happened to 

us a few times last week) do not be surprised. 
With the help of our Facilities and Security 
Department the students and the professor 

"commandeered" in the middle of a class one of 
the elevators of Belfer Hall for a while, to 

measure the contact force exerted by a surface on 
an object when both of them are accelerating or 

deccelerating inside of an elevator in a "trip" 
from the sixteenth floor to the cellar, and back. 

 
While the simple and instructive experiment is 
useful to understand problems of introductory 

physics discussed in that course, it is also relevant 
historically to follow the reasoning that in the 

early years of the XX century led theoretical 
physicist Albert Einstein to come up with his 

"thought experiments" that led to his General 
Theory of Relativity.    While the attempt of the 
professor to permanently remove from service  

one of the elevators and rename it " Experimental 
Classical Mechanics Laboratory" did not receive 
the approval of our Facilities Vice President, the 
students and the professor still shared a useful 

albeit brief "teaching moment" that they hope to 
repeat. 

 
Post Revolutionary Societies: Russia & China   POL 2225H, Professor Ruth Bevan 

 
Came the revolution and then what happened?  This was the question investigated by the students, who 

sought to track, along with the help of Rosa Luxemburg and Leon Trotsky, where Russia went wrong and 
why Mao’s approach was never Marxist in the first place. Yet, ironically, China managed to pull itself out 
of the Maoist doldrums with Deng Xiaoping who put China on the path of modernization. Had Lenin lived 

and Stalin never seized power, would Russia have avoided falling back into what Marx called Russia’s 
“semi-Asiatic despotism?”  If information is key to modern development, then we have at least a partial 

explanation for Russia’s collapse in its “controlled information pyramid of authority” as well as an insight 
into China’s dilemma as it tries to balance modernization, “openness” (Gorbachev’s glasnost) and 

governmental control. 
 

Students were charged with a semester project: to construct a paradigm explaining and connecting the 
endogeneous and exogeneous variables contributing to and sustaining revolution., and they presented 

these paradigms in class. The Schneier Program for International Affairs intends to present at least some 
of these paradigms in a public Student Fireside Chat to be held in the spring 2015. 

 


