Minutes of Faculty Council Meeting, September 9, 2022
In attendance: Abraham Ravid, James Kahn, Anna-Lisa Cohen Jess Olson, Jonathan Dauber, Maria Zaitseva, Ed Zelinsky, Scott Goldberg, Jill Katz, Tamar Avnet, Suzanne Stone, Susan Mason.
I. Provost’s Report
a. Record enrollment this year across both undergraduate and graduate schools.
b. Chaim Nissel will extend his leadership role in student life to both undergraduates and graduate students
c. Impending new US News & World Report rankings (details not public yet)
d. Graduate student enrollments now approximately 3,000, in a mix of online and in-person teaching
e. A Ukrainian scholar has arrived. Of two Afghani scholars, one (Legal Studies) has been cleared for travel from Islamabad to the US, while a Psychologist’s visa has been delayed (later in the meeting it was reported that she has arrived as well).
f. New academic initiatives: 
i. A Politics, Philosophy, and Economics major is being developed. 
ii. Work has begun on a new Masters in Public Affairs degree.
iii. Wurzweiler doctoral program now has 34 students; over 900 students at Wurzweiler overall. There is an ongoing search for a new Dean.
g. Discussion about improving faculty compensation, concerns about LGBTQ legal case, both regarding the University’s position, bad publicity and other fallout.
Council matters:
S. Abraham Ravid and Gabriel Cwilich were unanimously approved to continue as Co-Chairs
h. Minutes of May meeting were approved unanimously.
i. James Kahn agreed to join the Benefits Committee. Abraham Ravid reported on the last meeting, which included a report of a 5% increase in costs for benefit programs, and a change in the carrier for the dental program.
II. Closed Session
a. Contract faculty: A resolution was unanimously approved, to be drafted by Tamar Avnet, that contract faculty should be informed by February of the last year of their contract whether they will be renewed or not.
b. Discussion of Unionization of faculty, faculty’s designation as managers.
c. Discussion of the LGBTQ legal case, agreement that further discussions should take place followed by a letter or resolution to be agreed upon at the next meeting.
